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“SHE Fame of Your fublime, 
and more.than Humane 
“>” Wifdem ‘hath begot You 
; ~ many Admirers; and Your ~ 
‘sare and incomparable Inventions, 

lakes all men confef&&, That You 
‘ere He, who by Your New Di- 
-coveries have given Light to, and 
xreatly improved. the Ingenious in» 
| a eos Inquiries into the Se- | 


! f Nature. | : 
This incourages me to Addrefsmy 
{elf to You, Imploring YourProtecéi 
Or for this weak Effay of Mine,which 
Now adventures to appear in Publick; 
, "ot doubting,but th .as You have al- 


ee 3 | 
ways been pleafed to let. me enjoy 
a conftant Influence of Your moft 
efteemed Favour; fo You will like- 
wife at-prefent-pardon the Boldnefs, 
and with Your-wonted Goodnefs 
_pafs by the Defects, which You may 
pohly meet with in this Attempt. 
a . ri 
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~ Honourable Sir, 


.;,and moft Obedient Servant, 


oi Foln Lancafters 
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| Don Carlo Buragna 
Ake pe Lewes ok 
READER: 


OT many months fince, by 

|. Order of the Vice-Roy. of 

“Np Naples was held aConfult of 
feveral. Phyfictans, for the 

putiing of fome ftop to the Abufes anc 
rrors i pace in the PraGice 


- of Phylick, They, after fonre difcourfa 


thereabout, judged it moft convenient 


fora thorongh-examination of the Rea-— 


fons already propounded 5 -and yet far- 
ther to be propounded; that every one 
jhould fet down his Opinion in writing. 


- Signor Lionardo di Capoa; who was - 


one of the aforefaid Confult, was obliged 


therefore to write his Opinion in this — 


» Affairs and it feeming to hin, that 
B 


this 


. a 
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this could. not be done to any pur- 


pofe without a diligent confideration of, 


- and fearch into the nature of the thing 
to be treated of, viz. Phylicks he ac- 
quitted winnie (of his Obligation with 
fo much Learning, Eloquence and Eyn- 
dition, that bis Manufcript falling ix- 
_ tothe hands of certain learued Mer , 

‘and other Friends of his, appeared to 
them rather compofed for the Univerfali- 
ty of thofe’ that take delight in the Jir- 
blimte Myfteries of. Literature, than to 
«be Rept up amongft a private and finak 
company, as if the Author in the writ- 
ng thereof had purpofed to himfelf no 
. other end, but to fatisfie the Command 
ampofed upon hin. They were there- 
fore of Opinion , that a work of fuch 
excellency ought to be publifhedin Print ; 


and for that purpofe fo laboured with — 


Signor Lionardo, that they at laft pre- 
wailed with him to give thene a Copy 
. thereof, aud to condefcend, that this at 
leaft, of the many and different Trads, 
which he has ling by hin, fhould. be 


committed to the Prefs, Bnd herein 
Sige they 


ee ee Sj 
| tothe Reader. | 
 bhey regarded not only the pleafure, the 
“Learned and Curious will take in per- 
‘ufing this Treatife, but the Profit dijo, 
‘that may thence refult to all forts of 
Perfons, efpecially to:thofe that are wary 
and judicious : Since by fecing therein 
} the variety of Opinions and Ses, with - 
the divers , and. oftentimes contrary 
ways of Curing, prattifed amongft. Phy- 
‘ficians, they may, without entring into 
h the wore fubtit-Speculations: f the Phi- 
\ phere, eafily perceive, with how great 
“Reafonothers believe and are perfiad- 
ed, that a Profelfion, fo doubtful and 
uncertain in it felf, has neither Learn=_ 
tng nor Principles,. a which others 
tay lay any firm Foundation, and 
_ how perilows\a thing it is for men to fee 
-themfelves in the hands of thofe, that 
will have it fo, efpecially when Health 
sand Life lie at feake. Moreover, whe 
\does not perceive how advantageous this 
“Treatife may be to fuch young uten, as ~ 
follow Phylick, fince by the reading of 
this alone, they may arrive at a ntore 
xag knowledg of sts. Nature, thaa by 
, B 2 ; 


turns 
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‘purning over the great Volumes of the 
-moft reputed and foleun Mafters there- 
of, and may in aebour underftaad what 

way inthe Method. of Curae is to be 
paken by hint, who, laying afide conening 
Tricks c& Cheats,intendsas his profelfion 
wbliges bine, to honour himfelfby- the help 
‘he brings to fuch Patients. as come un: 
der his hands... Nor; fhall they, or any 
eblfe that apply them/felues to better, Stu- 
thes, fail to.fce how weduy there formerly 
‘havebeen,and at prefen’ aregeho both ia 
Medicine. and other Arts azelt thea 
'‘Brainsin the pur[uit of that, which ei- 
ther is not; or not tobe fouud5 and a 
nr Dantehus vk ,. ATL x | 


: 
: 


oe T retnindpaiaaeoerne eof falda, 
Treating of fhadows, as Sfubpantia 
things. minsgs 0] | 


“But without my eularging any farth 
herein,the Reader may ofshimfelf by the 
 perufal of this Treatife fuffictently per 

_ ceive how ufeful,and full of exquifite Ii; 
terature it is, and that its being cou 


“<< | as. pofea 


to the Reader. , 
pofed without intention of having it pub- 
lied, hinders it not fronz agreeing with 

the Fame of its Authorsand with the O- 
pinion, that all judicious and under 
landing men have of hin. 


Farewel.. 


Cry 


The Uncertainty of the 
Art of Phyfick, clear- 
ly manifefted by a par- 
ticular Relation of the 
beginning and Progrefs. 
thereof. | 


HERE is not indeed, Gentle+ 
men , any Undertaking thar 
makes the Majefty of a Pru- 

dent and Valiant Prince ap- 
pear foworthy of Regard, as his ating 
in fuch a manner, That by his Wifdom 


and Valour, the people committed to his, 


care, may beaflured not to be aflailed by 
- foreign Arms,’ or miferably out-raged: 
without Revenge. Nor, is it in my opi- 
nion an Action ‘anv whit lefs generous 
and laudable to fecure them from the De- 
-ceits of domeftick Enemies, who then. u- 


\ 


ad 

fually dothe greateft mifchief, when they 
moft craftily cover themfelves withthe 
Veil of Benevolence and Charity, and 
counterfeiting themfelves full of Huma- 
nity, and greatly touched with Compaf- _ 
fion forthe Mistortunes of others, lay af 
terwardsfor them fuch treacherous Snares, 
- as.can feldom orneyer be 1efchewed with- 
out mortal danger. And indeed, -what — 
Advantage would it be to a man t0 come 
off fafe and fecure from the maanifeft Pe- 
rils of War, arid afterwatds ‘uowarily 
to fall into dangers, the more hidden 
they are, the worfe? And this indeed ap- 
pears fo much the more worthy of Com- 
paffion, as the Mifhaps of that Ship are 
to be judged more grievous and lamen- 
table, which, having efcaped-many 
{torms at Sea, miferably perifhes at her 
yery entrance intothe Port. The pious 
and prudent Fore-fight therefore of our 
moft excellent .Vice-roy cannot fuffici- 
éntly becommended, who, having with. 
wonderful and incredible Felicity accom- 
plifhed the firft, and defeated the De- 
figns and Attempts of thofe proud and 
cruel Fleets, which, anfefting our Seas and 
Coafis, threatned us with Fire and Sword, 
and having likewife cleared the High- 
ways and Roads of thole Raber oad 

| us 
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Murderers; that difturb’d the Kingdom}, 
and ptey’d upon the Villages, does atpre-- 
fent make it his whole ftudy* diligently 
to prevent us, whom he has rendred {e-- 
cure iy the enjoyment of our Fortuness. 
from: being ill treated in our perfons by 
the mififage of Phyfick + Which, -bes- 


caufe every one has need thereof, 3s it 


may, when kept within the limits of ex:- 
 Soped, and our (although weak: ): 
Reafon, be perhaps of fome help to: 
thepublick. So on the contrary, whens 
ever ithappensto decline to a finitt 

it proves. more’ dangerous and’ deftru-. 


ifterpath,, 


tive to Mankind, than Difeafes them-- 


felyes. And no fooner wete the unhap-. 
py Accidents that: had befaln fome fick: 


perfons,. and for which the Chimical Me- 


dicines were accufed, made known to his: 
Excellency, ‘but he ‘immediately ordered, 
That we thould with the greateft dili- 
gence imaginable apply our felvestofearch: 
out a Remedy for fach Misfortunes,. and: 


alfo ro prefcribe unto Phyficians ( where» 


thete is teed) certain, fecure, and’ fold 
Rules to be obferved ‘in their PraGtices. 


‘ But whenever, ruminating with my’. 


felf, Lrefleét upon the Numerofity. and’ 


Quality .of the Difficulties. there are ins — 


fych an Artempt, findinglikewife asmany’: 
te a oe ee 
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og ct jot ee t eat ht 

in.my elf, I remain. confufed and .at.a 

ftand, either bécaute it fo happens in all 

Other affairs of great Confideration, or 

that che nature of this Art not bearing it, 

it {cems exceeding hard and difficult to 
give Laws tothethings appertaining there- 
unto. I fhould. therefore. rather... chufe,, 

without any more ado, by my: filence , 

to. free my {elf from trouble, did I nor 

know, that I should. thereby conttavene | 
hisCommands, whofe not only Requefts, 
buteven Signs, I ogee any. Re-. 
ply, and: with awful Reverence to_obey = 

By. which, as alfo by : the Benefit that : 

may perhaps. thence redound to. my 

Country, being incited, I willingly ‘enter 

| haa A Sm ee ae : 

Now tothe end every. Deliberation or 

Refolution that is to be taken in this mat- 
ter, may not prove altogether vain and. 
unprofitable, Ifhallemploy alltheftrength 
of my. weak Underftanding; Difcour- 
fing, in the firft place, of the Difficulties, 
whereinto, not only Princes and’ Magi- 
ftrates, but /alfo. the wifeft.and moft in- 

- gelligent Phyficians have oftentimes fallen | 
ingiving permanent and certain Lawsto. ) 
Medicine, an Art, of its own nature in 
the higheft ee uncertain, dubious, and | 
anconftant. ‘Then afterwards, sant 

| * an 


f 
‘ 
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and with fober. advice penetrating more 
inwardly, we will purpofe (as far as the 
Nature of the ching willfuffer) the way 
~ t0 make a good Phyfician and a better 
Chimift. Nor do I at prefent remember 
any other Remedy, that may be able 
and fit to repair the perpetual and almoft 
fatal Calamities of Phyfick. ake 
- And to begin with the moft-ancient . 
Memoirs, fetting afide how: fhort atime 
éomtinued in India, Babylonia, and Affyria, 
_ their device of lodging the Sick on the 
moft frequented Roads of the Country to. 
have themcured by Travellers.'- In Egypt 
where all the Arts and more~ Noble Stu-- 
dies firft came to light and’ flourithed, . 
Only the Kings, Priefts; and fome_ few of 
the chief Nobility were permitted to 
give Phyfick to the fick, whence by: Ma- 
nethon werereckoned amongft the Phyfi- 
cians of moft profound judgment 4mtotides, 
the fecond King of the firft Dynafty’, 
_ Of the Tinites, who wrote fome Books of 
natomy, and Toforetrus of the third’ 
Dynafty, which was that of the Memphi-~ 
tians. But afterwards in procefs of ume 
this Profeffion grew common al(o with 
the Multitude , and fo much was ‘the 
Number of Phyficians increafed, that for 
every Diftemper there was appointed .a 
ee Pals 


-_~ 


ae 
- particular Phyfician, who was permitted 
zo cure no other, as is teftified by Herodo- 
tus, Father of the Greek Hiftory, in 
- thele words ; Medicine with them was di- 
vided, every particular Difeafe , and no 
yore, having its Phyfician: whence allthe 
Country is pefered with Phyficians. For fome 
are appointed to cure the Eyes, others the 
Head, others the Teeth, others the parts of 
the Belly, and others internal and hiddew 
Difempers. The Egyptian Phyfick re- 
maining only amongft private perfons, 
itis not eafie to believe, how, falling from 
its ancient Splendor, it changed through 
the Lazinefs and Ignorance of the new 
*Phyficians, who were of fuch fmall parts, 
that, asthe but-now-mentioned Herodotus 
‘dies, The chiefeft of them at the Court 
of the greatKing of Perfia, when he had 
diflocated hisFoot, knew norhow tocure 
at, but with their Arguments reduced him 
toa very bad condition. Therefore we 
jought Without doubt to believe, That 
an Egypt the Phyficians were, as Diodorus 
xelates, prohibited to-depart from the Pre- 
-‘cepts of the ancient Mafters; from which, 
_. af any one happened to fwerve, and his 
_ (Patient thereby grew worfe, he was fe- 
_ wwerely punifhed for it. For, faies he, if 
fier they bad direttly. followed the ehh 
ere ae | edged 


ae 


_ Tedged Laws of the facred Book they fail'd 
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of curing the Patient, no Charge could | 


be laid againftthem. But if they went con- 
trary to the written Rules , they underwent 
the Fudgment of Death. And really it was 
no {mall good Fortune of Galens (to 
fay nothing at prefent of Hippocrates and. 
others) that he was not born in thofe 


times, and in that_Ceuntrey : For he 


would not fo eafily have efcaped Punifh- 
ment, if contemning, as it were, the re- 
verend Authority of the Law, ‘he fhould: 
have had the beldnef to utter thefe words, 


£ obferve this not only in the writings of. 


Hippocrates, but iv all the Books of the . 


Ancients,that I amnot eafily drawnto believe 


~ what any one of them has left written, um- 


til I have firft well examined by the TefF 
of Experience. and Reafon, whether, what. 
they have delivered, be true or falfe. And 
that he was well verfed in’ Logick, is. 


feen by {ich Weapons as he ufed to de-. . 


fend himfelf withal, as Commenting up-; 
on the Ancients, and reporting their O-: 
pinions intangled and obutbrared , to. 
the end they might not contradi& his 
own. A Cuftom, which thofe Phyfici~ 
ans that tread in the fame fteps, have fol- 
lowed, and ftill ‘do follow, and which 
does infuch amanner deform his fayin a 
tle i. 


agg? 
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aud alfo thofe of Hippocrates, that. they. 
oftentimes clearly appear to have written 
quite contrary to their firft Determina- : 
tions, And perhaps the Egyptians, deri- — 
ding their own Law, acted malicioufly in 
the fame manner, according to the Pro- 
vetb; Fatta la legge penfata la Malizia: 
No fooner is the Law made, but ways are 
found out to evade it. And to fuch a 
pitch peradventure did their neglected 

Boldnefs atrive, that their ufual fallin 
prefently to Purgations, and for the moft 
part with ill fuccefs, forced them ( their 
firft Law. being antiquated )to remedy it: 
by publifhing a new one, as Arifotle re- 
lates in thefe Words ; The Phyfcians may 
ier the fourth day ftir the bumors, but if 
they will do it fooner, at their own peril 
be it. WhichSimplicity, I believe found 
not many Abettors, if they confidered , 
how often Difeafes happen, that. on. the 
very firft day need violent Remedies. 
But what a-Fool would that Phyfician 
have been, that fhould have procured a- 

“nothers Life with his own death > 

The Greczans, who out-went all other 
Nations, as in Arts and Sciences, {0 like- 
wife in Civil Prudence, having regard. 
perhaps to fuch inconveniences , would | 
not impofe any pofitive Laws upon ee : 
’ : ick, 
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fick, or thofe that. profefled it, chufing 
‘tather, that Infamy fhould be the punith-. 
ment of thofe Phyficians, by. whofe fault’ 
the Sick fhould-mifcarry ¢ For faies Hip-’ 
pocrates There is no penalty fet upon the Pra-_- 
éifers of panies wae in thefe Cities, but’ 
that of Infamy. . Which.o thole that take. 
their Reputation’ to heart, is more. grie- 
Vous and tedious, than, any other -Tor- 
ment. Which Cuftom is manifeftly 
fhewn by Philemon, when he faies, . °° 


| Moy ft Sealing Snare cent Ds p, 
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That isto fay, Only the Phyfcian, and 
the Fudge are permitted to kill others 
without being put to. death. ‘This alfo. _ 
pleafed the divine Plato , who thus or- 
dered in his Common-wealth ; The Phyf- 
cian (hall not be fubjett to any Penalty, if 
@ Patient, taken in hand by him, dies con- 
trary to. his beg endeavour. "To which o- 
patie Lucian’ comes very near, ‘where: 

efaics : By how much the Art of Phyjick is 
worthy of greater honour, and more benefi- 
cial to Life than others, by fo much frould 
the Profeffors thereof have greater Liberty ; 
and itis convenient that it ould enjoy fome 
priviledge, nor ought a Dottrine, confecrated 
to 


: i 
tothe Gods, and the Exercife of the moh 
intelligent men, to be refrained, or Jubju- 
gated by any power, or brought under the 
. fervitude of the. Laws, or under the. fear 
and penalties of Tribunals. And altho” 
among the Grecians the Athenians ‘alone: 
srohibiced Women and Servants the Stu- | 
a of Phyfick, yer is not fuch a Statute 
worthy of much praife, not to fay, it de- 
ferves. much blame; Becaufe, as hereaf- 
ter fhall be declared, the Underftanding 
of worthy Women hasbeen feen,contra- 
ry totheir Expectation, to undertake: the 
moft fublime Studies, atid’ Nature has of- 
ten granted to Servants Courage and Wit 
fit for a Philofophick Liberty ;. therefore 
did they, not without Reafon, a while: 
after revoke this Law. Hyginus faying ,. 
That the prattife of Phyfick,was allowed to: 
Midwives. for neceffity and decency fake.. 
Much lefs ought we to believe, that the: 
-Sottithnels of SeZeucus: took place, for fo: 
we may well call his Law, whereby, as 
ifithad been, mortal Poifon,he prohibited: 
upon pain of Death, all the Sick Perfons: 
of Loerés to drink Wine, unlefs they had. 
at firft obtained. a \Licence: from their 
Phyficians: If any of the Epizephyriaa 
Locriansdrak wine contrary to the Phyfi- 
cians direttion, the he efcaped, Death: 
: Se 


(11) 

* Yas his punifhment, becaufe he did contrary 
to what was preferibed him The Romae 
Commonwealth, which far excelled -all 
"Greece and the Barbarous Nations not on- 
y in Military Government, but. alfo in 
f Oliticks thought it not convenient to: 
-!commit, without reftrainr, the Care of 
~ Mens Liyesto the Cuftedy of Phyficians 5. 
| and therefore by aPlebifeitum, firft made 
by Agniliusa Tribune of the People (whe- 
er it were. Gallus, or anotk that 
hame, [know not ) and afterwards re- 
Corded amongit the Reman. Laws it was 
decreed , that {ome punifhment fhould be 
infli€ted on their Failings, whetcby they 
Might be rendred. more circumfpect and, 

Cautious in their aGtings. We Hid never=, 
thelefs well believe, thar this Law, or — 
Péebifcitum, althe? made, was never. put 
Jo Execution, otherwife Pdiny would have 
been: to blame to cry our in his manner 
againft the. Phyficians; Furthermore no, - 
Law punifbes capital ignorancey no exaviple- 
of Fuftice done. To which he adds, They 
learn by our dangers, and gain experience 
by our Deaths: Andat length concludes ;. 
Ouly the Phyfician is. allowed. to kill a man. 
unpunifbed.. But there is fomething yetin,. 
the fame Author that touches more to» 
the quick ; Ihe Ignominie of the ear 

3 : paffes 
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pales away, and Intemperance. bears the 
blame, while they that perifh are accufed 
of their own misfortunes- And for thisrea- 
fon, I fuppofe, did thofe renowned Law- 
yers that were by command of the Em- 
peror Fufinian employed in compiling» 
the Pandeéts, purpofely pafsby that over-_ 
fevere and cruel Sentence of Paw/usupon’ 
- the Cornelian Law againft Murderers; If | 
aman dié of the Medicine given him for bis 
health or the recovery of bw Diftemper, be 
that gave it, were he of Quality, (hall be ba- 
nithed ; if of meaner Condition,let hint be put 
to death, Which Sentence in the judgment | 
of that great Soulof the Civil Law, Facobus 
Cujacius, could not properly be reduced to. 

_ theaforelaid Cornedianaw;forafmuch,Qies — 
hey as the Phyfician fanandi, non nocendi’ 
anime dedit. And altho’ the fame Law-. 
yets regiftred bor in the Infticutesand in. 
the Digefis, not only the aforefaid Head: 

* Ofthe Aquilzan J-aw, but alfo the follow 
ing words of Ulpian ; Tho? the event of’. 
Mortality ought not to be imputedtothe Phy-' 
Aeian, yet what he commits out of igro-' 
rance, isto be laid to bis charge, neither’ 
B the Deceiver to go unpunilhed under pre- 

tence of humane frailty. Yet were thefe 
Statutes neverthelefs rarely, executed, al- 
tho’ not enly Péizyy but very many.alfo- | 

ee. after 
“eee ot a ee 
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after him, renewing ina morebitterman= 
ner the fameComplaints, brought Acaur- 
fations againft them: Amongft whom | 
the moft learned Angelus Politianus in-an 

piftle of his to Leonicenus writés thus; 
I have again bewail'd the folly of mankind, 
that has fo long fuffered befotted Ignorance 
to reign and all the while buys the hope of life. 
Sromthempho are the real caufes of certains _ 

. death; 'Ludovicus Vives alfo cries out thus, \ 
Their Mifearriages and. Errors, {peaking of 
the Phyficians, zot only go unpunifi'd, but: 
are alfo recompenced with Fees. Baptifa 
Mantuanmlikewile hasthefe words ofthem. 


His, etfitenebras palpant, ef fatta poteftas 
<Excruciandi egros, bominefque impune 

, MP MCCARATE OOS ~ ESTES LR SEO 
Tho blind with ignorance, yet -feot- 

panes whey aes . 
he Sick tormerit;-and men ( unpu- 

__ ited J. flay. _ : 
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Avid an Iealian Satyriftfporting with tbe 
Title Dottor, faies to the fame, purpofe of 


the Phyfician, * 
Muavpoiche im talei puo donar 1a morte 
Senta’ punizione, e fenza pena, 


“Forza.e, chef gentil titel riporte- .~ 
Ses fe _ \» Since 


~~ —s 


Since Doétors have free liberty to caute. 
me death, not fearing Punifhment or 
areas may. this noble Title, 


‘And our Academickin hissmoft choice. 
Dialogue faies in like manner of Phyfi 
cians; Hoc. tamen. ipfo fecuriy quod nulla. 
flex que, puniat infcitiam capitalem 5. tin 
movero cua metcede gratia referaturs And 

Earwifici Medicus par eft; nau cedit 

, uterque iets i! le aiel 2 

Impune, & merces cadis utrique datur. 

. Hangman and Doétor herein alike fare, 

Both kill uapuniflrd , both xewarded 
esos Oro abt boll wed E 
-o>s ) And another Author, ¢ 9.) 0°, 

Si quecunque fua plettuatur crimina hge; 
' Qua, Medici, maneant modo. vefira' p= 


acula peti? 
Qui plerumque ipfr facitis medicamine. 
mor bum, ; | 


Et diro antediem egros demittitis orca? 

Scilicet hoc vobis indulft opinio, rerune. 

Una: potens. Clades inferre impune per 
orheitty en pe 


gre OES) = 
Mercedemque alieno obitu, landémqne p32; 
Fares eee EOS or pe hes 
“If to each Crimes punifhment bedue; 
What pain, Phyficians, is enough for 
PORE LEG 7 


Who with your Drugs Dileates: fred: 

_ quently « 5 SO yAe* 

‘Docaule, and th Sick before their tite 
"This hath Opinion, whiclt the’ whole 
World fray 
_ Midulgea to "you, by orbits hart? to 


“Your ‘elves, and by theit’ deaths; to 
= “weetit *Peaiied Use ee aon 
And altho’ Maximinus condemned ‘to 

~death all his Phyficiatis, becaufethey had 

“neither wholly healed him of his wounds, 

“hor eafed hit of the pain, -yercannot the 
example’ of fuch a Tyrant give vigor: to 
any Law; nor was he-lefs blamed for 
this, than for his other Cruelties, by the 
‘Writers of that Age, ‘as allo Alexander 

‘was ‘defervedly filed cruel, for having - 

‘unjuftly caufled Glaucias the Phyfician to 

be flain, through a fufpicion, that he had 
not been diligent enough in curing his 
deareft Friend Hepheftion. As onthe con- 

trary. 


ee 
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good. Goyernment: for..I.am verily per- 
waded, that even the memory..of the 


Pons Oe 

(Others,-and that «many times: without 
being any Waygeable to remedy them 2 
‘At is alfo difficult to undertake, and al- 
“Ways uncertain in ‘its fuccels; becaufe in — 
the curing of the Sick, not only the skill - 
\8f the Phyfician, but alfo Fortune and 


‘Chance claim their fhare: from whence _ 


arofe this common Proverb; A Phyjfcian 
ad need be born under a fortunate Con- 
Fellation. - And O how exceeding often 
oes it happen, that contrary to. all hue 
Man expectation, as Ced/us writes; Ex- 
Pet ation is Likewife frufrated, and that man 
Mes, of whom the Phyjcian was fecure be- 
Vere. And Hippocrates himfelf, although 
cfteemed a moft profound .and skilful 
Phyfician, yet confefles, That he gained 

More Reproach than Commendations b 
Ais Profeffion.- And therefore it is exceed- 
ing difficult, or rather impoffible always 
tO judge, whether the unhappy fuccels af 
of pers proceeds from the fottifh- 
nefs of the Phyficians, or from the Na- 
{ute of the difeafe, or from fome other 
internal Caufe; into which no humane 
iidom or Knowledge can penetrate. 
Moft uncertain always. and ob{cure are 
fhe Symptoms of difeafes, efpecially of 
Ine acute, according to Hippocrates : 
Wherefore Ced/us allo ids It behoves x 
‘ae 


a 
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gelfoto understand, that in acute Difeafes ) 
the Symptoms of Me amt death are much 
more fallaciow. Befides that inthe Bo- 
dies‘of Animalsare ‘wont to be ingendred 
poifons, and that oftentimes sie by 
fudden precipitation and Coagulation ;¢ 
andthe‘ man, whom not only. others, 
bur even Appolo and’ /culapius therm- 
felves would have judged , moft found 
and healthful, may have within him Im- 
pofthumes, and other fecret diftempers, 
‘which, when he leaft thinks of it, may 
be able to caufe his death, and that at 
the very Inftant when the Medicins are. 
epared : wrongfully therefore are ‘the, 
Kemedies blamed, and not the evil qua- 
dity of the: diftemper. And befides: this, 
fome Medicines which are efteemed good, 
-and conducing tothe Health of man, may 
“oftentimes occafion firch difturbance with- 
‘in the Patientsbody, as may bring on his 
‘death, before we with our fhallow Un- 
_ derftandings can prevent it, as Cel/us tefti 
fies. Te will nor therefore be the Phyfici 
ans fault, if fometimes his:‘Patient grows 
“worle by his Remedies; nor can Laws ca} 
ver determine any thing herein. But 
‘come, let us grant, that amethod of C ut 
ting may by Law be prefcribed to Phy- ~ 
ficians , how can they be punithed ‘for} 
Tan- 


re 
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tran(greffing it? or how can the Crimebe 
fo clearly mantfefted, that they may be 
proceeded againft in form of Law? And 
who does nor fufficiently know, how all 
Phyficians are of contrary Sects, and per- 
petually difagreeing in their Sentiments? 
‘Wherefore being either-always{timulated 
by open Enmity,or which is wore, by fe- 
cret Envy, or élfeallured by the love and 

evolence of their own party, thep 
will, without any refpe&t to Truth, re- 
prefent the matter to the Judge quite — 
otherwife,than in Juftice they ought, and 
make him, as the Italian Proverb has it, 


~ See the Moon intheWell acccording to their 


own defre. Befides that, the fear of pu- 
nifhment, which the Phyfician may eafi- 
ly incur, will always keep him fuipend- 
ed and dubious in taking his Reloluti- 
ons, even when he: intends to operate 
moft effeQually ; and thus being terrified 
and confounded, he -will, for fear of 
hazarding his perion, in the greateft Ma- 
ladies ftand, as it wete,- fettered, and 
with his hands-bound behind him, or 
elfe, not to depart from the commoiropi- 
nion of the Vulgar, however falfe and 
contrary to the diftemper, will oftentimes 


make ule of vain and dangerous Re- 


medies. A thing which, as it is well ob- 
| a fer-— 
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Served: by Cardanus, is oftner ‘wont to 
befalthe Phyficians of Princes, than any 
others, who not only for fear of Infamy, 
butal{o of greater Mifchief, forbear mak- 


ing ufe of great and unutfual Remedies. — 


Ic will not be. far from. the matter to 
bring here an Example taken from the 
art of War, not, much: differing truly in 
the uncertainty of its fuccets., from that 
of Medicine. The Roman Magiftrates ra- 
ther pitied, than punifhed -the’ Errors of 
their Captains, and it is well feen to what 
a height the Empire of Rome. afcended 
thereby; ason the other fide, every one 
knows to how wretched a Condition the 
Carthaginians were reduced, by always 
taking contrary meafures. “And this was 
yet- nearer to our times manifefted by the 
Venetians to -their, exceeding great da- 


mage, and with thealmoft Univerfal Rus — 


ine of their Republick, when they un- 
juftly beheaded Carmagnuola for his care- 
defnefs, by which, Liviano afterwards be- 
ing difmayed,-and following the Opi- 
nion of the unwary. Proveditors , . loft 
the day at.Vicenza, and. was miferably 
with his whole Army difcomfited and cur 
in pieces. And perhaps the putting of V2- 
tel to death, was one of the principle 
Occafions, that the Férentines betrayed 


er 


es 
by Buglione ; fadly. afterwards lolt cheir 
dibéitye) 4 do bikh . s.eo7779L ae 

And here fomeSiie’ hhay'not without 
reafon' object; “Tat as welb the Aqui/iar, 
as‘all the other Laws‘ofthe Romans, by us 


- telated., were! not mad¢ for able’ Phy- 


ficiansy whether Methodical, Empirical, 
or Rational) brit only for fich* popular 


- Empiricks;'as ate Quatks ‘and Mounte- 


banks; the Name'ot Phyfician being not 
only? given'ito fuch ‘vulgar Emapiricks, 


btitéven‘ to tholealfo that Were wont to 


cafttate little Children, as‘may be-eafily 
feen in’ the Digefts'and Codé}“as well of 


is to2be believed; That! invthem alone 
the Ienorance of the Aft took’ place,» 
through’ oceafion: *whercot , the Laws . 


. Againtt Phy cians were ordained in Rome. 


But.this’ foolifyfort'of Phyficians ought 
indeedto' be fevereif#* prinithed for rafhly 


Jntermedling in a Myftery’ of fo great im- 


ree as is the art of Healing, and. 
lindly Ordaining Remedies at the peril 
of their Patients Lives. Therefore I think 
Itvery wilely cnacted in many Countreys 
of Earope, that fuel: Fellows are under 
Very great penalties forbidden to prattife, 
tho? thefe Edits:are feldom or wever exe- 
cuted) And indeed, with great reafon— 

. C3 coes 
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does Auneode Roberti fay of them, what 


Tacitus heretofore faid of Aftrologers, 
Thar they, are 4. Generation of people un- 


faithful tothe Euguirer, and fallaciousto 


thofe that hope; abways forbidden in our 
City, yet never expel'd. And the Compa- 


rifon of, Roberti,.is but fcarce. enough, — 


That the Knavith Aftrolegers do,nothing 
elfe, but entertainthe Gurious withtheir 
paren , feeding them with moft vain 

opes; and the vulgar Empiricks do ¢i- 
ther with their filly Secrets, and idle prat- 
‘ling, hinder the Sick fromtaking Reme- 


dies of able Phyficians, which Neglea: 
cofts them their Lives or elfe they. do 


themfelves kill them’ with moft pernici- 
ous Medicines. . 
~ And juftly, perhaps, were thofe pal- 
try Knaves fr 

_ awards condemned in France, who,.in- 
ftead of curing King Charées; the Sixth, 
- reduced him with their Remedies to fuch 
an Eftate;that there was {carce any hopes of 
his Life. Bue in my. opinion, that valiant 


King was not over-confiderate, or too 
well adviled, to hazard his Lite iw-the ’ 


hands of fach Quacksand Cheats; and he 
fhould,. artheir firft offering to cure his 
Diftempers, immediately , and without 
Experimenting their Remedies, or me 

gard- 
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ft degraded, and after- | 
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garding, their promifes, bave, punihed 
them for their Temerity and foolifhbold-  - 
nefs; if it were not’ the ill Will, and 
Craft of the. fpiteful Phyficians of thole 
times, Which madé things go foill with 
| thoie wretched Creatures. | 
Bit how ‘thould ic ever ‘be poffible for 
either thé people, or Magiftrates,, who, 
for the moft part underftand little or no- 
thing thereof; to fertle the’ prattife of © 
‘Phyfick by firm and. durable Laws , 
when the wifeft and skilfulleft Phyficians, 
who with long*Study, and much pra- 
 &tife have fearched far into it, could ne- 
ver arrive thereunto? ‘The Inventor, as 
tls thought, or at leaft the moft ancient — 
Writer of Phyfick was Afen/apias, and 
he, as teftifies Hippocrates, or whoever 
elfe was the Author of the Epiftle to Pes 
_ mocritus , prescribed. many Rules to be 
obferved in the praftife of Healing ; bur 
foon finding them ‘not tobe exaét, moft. 
gently difpenfed with them. Auz’, faies 
the Epiftolizer: of Aifeulapius, & mmots Sie-’ 
Ge vnee WS Seime. iplty of vey oulsennior’ Bibror 
Therefore we may fay with the Tofcan 
Lyrick, that he ae ae 


Solchi onde; in rena fondi,. efcriva in 
vente. : : 


G3, Plows 
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ba 


Plows th’ Waves, builds on the Sand, 
| and writes Pt Wind. wat ¢ aisai 
dos to eh vAE igt 540-916 
Who vainly wearys, himélé,..with, -Ja- 
bouring after the, eftablifhment. of {uch 


— Rules... And if any one. fhall defire, to 


have, this made clear unto him, I. hall 
swith the belt ordered Difcourfe I.can,en- 
deavout to demonftrate tohim the Rea- 
TONS FRCL ERE oe picts ee oa nae a 
The Artof Medicine is.at this day, fo 
greatly increafed and» advaneed, that it 
feems to firive for Superioriry with the 
moft illuftrious and, moft. noble Studies, 
irs Jurifdiction ;ta: penetrate even. into: 
the moft remote and extreme Confines 
of Nature; whereas it was at firlt re- 
{ivained within the narrow Limits of a, 
few Plants, as. (to fay nothing.of others ) 
is acknowledged by the ancient Interpre-, 
ter of Homer, “Hdergia inzemh ex Cari te’s i = 
whereunto agrees our Seneca; Medicina, 
cuondam pascarum fuit Scientia Herba-. 
rym: hus in that pleafint, and above. 


all others; happy Ages. <; 


_ =——When Milk for food 
Had the. Infant World, whofe Cradle 

wis aWood, cee 
And 
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me thofe fir men lived free from 
fear ; 
Of feorching Feavers, tho’ as yet by Herbs,. 
Or ‘Phyficks skill they unafjited weres 


Either becaufe they: had then litle need: 
of Phyfick, Firnts adhuc, fclidifque cor- 
- poribus, & facili cibo, nec per artem, vo- 
 Luptatemque corrupto: Or, becaufe Medi- 
Cine, as all other (even. the greatéft ) 
~ things here below wasto take its -rifefrom 
very weak beginnings; men at that time 
ufing fuch~ Remedies as they found out | 
either by ‘chance, or by. obferving the 
brute Beafts, ori by their own Induftry. _ 
Whence it ‘is rationally to be believed , 
hat Agenor and Chiron, held by fome 
or the moft ancient of all Phyficians,made 
-ufe only of Plants. in their Cures: The 
Tyrians preferve their firf fruits for Age- 
nor, the Magnetians for Chiron, faid to 
be the fir? that ever prattifed Phyfick:' For 
that by the ufe of Roots and Herbs they 
cured the Sick. And of Chiron, the Fin-. 
sae of the Chironian Panacea, or All- 
VEAL) , 
Thebealing Root was Centaute, fo calPds 
From the faind Centaure Chiron, Sa- 
--turn’s Sov, 
Who found it firf on fnowy Polion.. 
| - 4 Eu- 
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Exfathins declares, Thatbeing wound- 
ed in the Hand, or as Pliny would have 
it, in the Foor, he found:out the way of 
Curing by Herbs; Andto fay nothing of 
Mercury, who taught Udjffes, as Hower 
fings the ufe of the herb Mody, 


_ This faid, from th earth a Medicine 
Mercury | 3 
Dig’d up, and taught the ufe thereof 
to me. : > 
- Jc appears, that Hercules, from whom 
the Herculean: Panacea took its Name , 
cured: only with Plants; as alfo: did: Dés 
and Ofiris; and Apollo, and Arabw, and 
Cadmus, and Bacchus, by whofe means, 
as P/utarch tells us, that moft powerfu 
and. pleafant Medicine, Wine, was firft 
found out, and brought into efteem; and 
the great vertue of Ivy of marvellous ef- 
ficacy in repairing the Evils cauled by 
the too exceffive ufe of Wine, was made 
known to the World : Bacchus, faith he, 
was accounted an Excellent Phyfician, not 
only becaufe he found out the ufe of Wwe, 
amob pleafing fort of Phyfick, but for that — 
healfo taught the ufe of Ivy, and causd 
his Followers, in the midf of their Cups, to 
crown their Temples with it, as being that, 
| 7 which 
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~ mbich by its coolnefs repels the Vapors from. 
the head. Herbsalone were likewifemade _ 
ule of by /eulapius, the Inventor of the “ 
Afclepian Panacea, with which, as Ni-— 
cander fings, he. Cured Jolas the Son of; 
Iphicles,. | 


The. Phiegyan. Alkheal. firf Paieon> © 
too 

As on the banks it grew of a black Brook, 

Which he to. cure. Amphitruo’s Grands. — 
child usd. — 


And as his Commentator relates,he was; 
Wont to ufe it in the Cure of his. other: 
Patients: Afclepins was faid to make. ufe of 
this herb ( meaning Al/-heal)' whowas the.- 
Son of Korones the Sifer of Phlegys, tha: 
Phyfcian AL{culapius.. And fo did Ami: 

_ thaon and Melampus, who, as. we readi 
IN Diofcorides, made ule of Hellebore it:. 
Curing the Daughter ‘of Pretu, King-of: 

Argives. ‘Nor did Podahriu or. Max. 
oan ule any thing but Herbs to heal the: 
ounds of the Grecian. Army; and be- 
Ore the Trojan War, Medea, as Diodorus: — 
Telates, cured with. Herbs the,wounds oft. 
fon, Atalanta, Luaertes, and the Thee. — 
Spiades: Fafon, Laertes, Atalanta, and. 
they who were caked the Thefpiadesy. ail? 
C5 thefer 
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thefe they report, mere.cured by Medea. 
with certain Rootsaud herbs. Aud Tryphon, | 
according to Plutarch, highly extolled 
and praifed the Ancients, asisp xexgnubies 
am guy tates Whence they , having 
very often tried and proved their, Medi- 
cines, gave, as Mani/ius fings, the firft be- | 

- ginning tothe Art: of Curing, : 


Experiencethrough divers chances brought 
Forth Art , the, way -firk by example 
21 7 alia ates, RE 


But as Medicines were at firft but few 
. and fimple, foalfofew and fimple ought 
the Rules of Phyfick thea.to be:. whence 
by reafon_of the Etrors,, whereinto  Ex- 
petience might cafily. fall, it,was.necee — 
fary, that fuch Rules, altho’ -very fews 
fhould frequently. change, the “Get Me- 
dicines daily changing ‘and growing bet- 
ter. Thus began the, Art of Phyfick ap | 
the very firft.to. manifeft its Inconftancy._ 
But ic did not long thus remain in, the © 
hands of fimple perfons, cre Philofophers i 
began by degrees.to put in their fingers 5 
who at firft, as.is;to ‘be believed, were 
drawn thereunto by meer Curiolity, and 
a defire of fearching our the caufe of Me- 
‘dicines ; but by little and little adverse 
| and | 
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and going forwards, they arrived at 
length to this, that blanaing,.as. incon- 
flant , and perilous, ‘the ancient fimplici- 
ty of Curing, they laid the firlt founda- 
ton of rational Paylfick., And although 
Eupathius. makes Podaliriaw the trft Tn- 
ventor thereof, yet it feems, by what E- 
tifimachus in Plato telares “hat this Ho- 
our ought to: be attributed to. his Fa- 
ther Zfculapius; Our Fore-father Filcu- 
lapius ( as the Poets fuy, and I believe was: 
the fir that ever methodized the Art of 
Phyfick. And therefore the whole Art of 
Phyfick is governed by that Ged. And he 
had alfo {aid before this, The kuowledg of 
— What.agrees with the Body in. reference tov 
Fulnefs and Emptinefs, and be that diftin- 
guifkes in thofe things the good and: bad 
agreement, he is the mof skilful Phyfician.. 
And he that makes fueh a change, that for 
ene Agreement there fall be. another ; and 
where there « nit.a Swnpathy, whieh ought: 
to be, knows how to caufe one, and take 
away that which was.there before, he is tav 
Le accounted a good Artif. . For whatever : 
Contraries there are in the boty, ought tox 
€ made to agreé one with another ;: Cold? 
with Heat, Bitter with Sweet, Dry with: 
Mort. Yer tor all this., did not: thee 

Mutations and Uncertainties of Bite 
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hereby ceafe, but rather multiplied more 
and more: and as the Practitioners were 
various and dilagreeing, fo it {elf alfo be- 
came various, and divided (as it were) 
into athoufand parts. 

But in the mean time Rational Phyfick 
was in the ftri€teft_ manner fo conjoyned 
to Philofophy, that ic was (.as Cedfus 
avers) by the wifeft and moft prudent 
Efimators of things adjudged to bea part 
thereof : and thus (it feems ) ét continu- 
ed to the time of Herodotus, miftakenly 
by fome called Prodicus. Now he, as 
may be collected from what P/ato relates 
in his Difcourfe of the Gyanajium, where- 
of he was Mafter, and firft Minifter, ca- 
fially falling fick, through the neceffity, 


he had at thattime, applied himfelf with 


great fervency, and theutmoftof his en- 
—deavours, to the cultivating of Phyfick 
and joyning it ro the Gyminattick, and 
prefcribing it fome Rules, which he firft 
found out by Reafon and Experience, be- 
gan (it{eems ) before all others to give it 
tome form of Art. .And then it came by 
Tittle and little to lofe its ancient Familia- 
rity with Philofophy; altho’ CeZ/us and 
- fome others are of opinion, that this firft 
hapned through the means of Hippocra- 


tes. And from Herodicus it feems, that the. 
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how-mentioned Hippocrates his Scholar Eu- 
ryphontes, and others learn’d the cuftom of 
treating {eparately from Philofophy, the 
thingsthatbelong to Phyfick. And altho’ 
fome thought this a very good aét, and of 
great advantage to Phylick, yet cam it 

| notbut appear ro him, who fhall ftri@ly 
look into the truth of things, that great’ 
Harm enfued thereby. Forafmuch asthe 
Philofophersnor at all regarding to meddle: 
with Phyfick, and the Phyficians difcourf- 
ing grofly of its affairs, there remained: 
ittle or nothing of Rational, bur the 
Name. And to fuch an height did that 
blameable Cuftom arrive, that their Suc- 
ceflors pertinacioufly fet themfelves with 

all their might todefendit; and being ob~ 
ftinate in their belief, endeavoured to: 
make all others give credit to it. And 
Galen durft fay _of Hippocrates, That he 
had certainly fhewn great Wifdom, in 
that he would never intermeddle, as Pia- 

to afterwards did , in inveftigating the 
ssature and Generation of the Qualities | 

ef thofe four firft Bodies , whereof the 
whole Mafs of the Werld, with allthings 
therein contained; is judged to have been 
_ framed and compofed ; faying, that fuch 
a Difpute belonged particularly to the 
' Philotophers, and not to the as 3 
: who 


ae 
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who have then fufficiently complied with 
their Duty, when they arrive to know, 


that the Healthfulnefs of Bodies is ingen- — 


dred of the Temperament or Mixture of. 
Heat, Cold, Moilture, and Drought. 
But what could ever be imagined more 
hubsial and deftruCtive to Phyfick, than 
this? - 


, Thus in traé& oftime the Love of Wit 


dom decaying by degrees in: thofe Phy- 
ficians, that called themfelves Rational, 
the Contefts about the ill-managed Phy- 
fick {prang up more fierce and outragi- 
ous than before: for whereas at firft their- 
 contrafting one anothers Sentiments, aim-: 
_ edonly at clearing the Truth, now be- 
ing wholly plunged into FaCtions,. and. 
obftinate..in their defigns, they never cea- 
fed contending, brawling , and reviling, 
one another, and railing in fuch a man- 
ner, that the very, firft Maftersand Inven- 
tors of the Art were not fecure from their. 
Reproaches. —4po/d-: efteemed_heretofore 
tue God of Phyfick,was.now {coffed at by: 
tue-foolith pe 
Phyficians, who openly accufed him of 
having been a Pratler, anda Boafter ; and. 
- aboveallthey taxed him with Ingratitude; 
becaufe that, having gained the Know- 


ledg of Medicine fromthe Humanityand 


. Cout- 
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ople, and vulgar Troop. of. 7 
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Courtefie of others, he afterwards de- 
Meaned himielf fo proudly and arrogant- 
ly, as ifhehad by his own Indufiry with-, 
_ Ont any affiftance firft fourd it our. Thus 
~ this crafty Cozener, to gaia the greater ap- 
Plaule, and the more to advance his Gla- 
Ty, having learn’d the art from Glancus, 
who. was an old Fox, began to. play his 
Pranks, ard to aét she Altrologer, open- 
Ing a ‘Way to thole Tricks and Cheats, 
by which the Multitude have. ever fiuce 
een deceived... Orhers, railed. againfh — 
Afculapius, who. washimfelf alfoa God 
of Phytick, for bis Inconftancy, and little 
FirmneS in curing; and-nota few;Cur- 
{es were allo beftowed upon him, for. his 
Infatiable avarice: Forafmuch as he firft 
Crall, as tis reported, sprofaning the ve-: 
netableand facred Ast of Phyfick, drawa 
by filthy Lucre to. curefor.a price, fold to. 
a fick Prince a few-Herbs and Roots for 
ail infinite Sum of money, whereby he, 
juftly merited to be afterwards ‘T hunder-: 
Tuck-and: burnt by. Jupiter for leaving. 
to pofterity fo unfiteing and abominable 


an Example. And-befides this they fay, 

That in all forts of Jugling Tricks and, 

Cunning Feats , he far our-flrip’d his Fa- 

ther Apollo, and was therefore afterwards 

believed by every body to prefide over. 
: ae Auguties 
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‘Auguries and the art of Divination. They 
farther alfoadd, That by a thoufand Im- 
poftures and fubtil Artifices he perfwaded 
others, ashe did his Father, That he could 
raife people from the dead; wickedly . 
thinking thereby to procure to himfelf. 
_ the Title of Divine. But to bebrief, they: ” 
in fine concluded, That <Apollo knew: 
little or nething of Medicine, and hisSon. 
£ feulapius much l\efs: wherefore doubt-. 
ing, that he could not perfe€tly teach his. 
Son his own Art, he caufed him foralong 
' time to be inftruéted therein. under the 
Difcipline of Chiroz. And. he, after he: 
had {pent fo much Time and Study ,. 
Ned fo skilful , that in curing a litrle 
ooth-ach he was in danger.to lofe his. 
Reputation, had'he not in fine with a 
quick deliberation fet himfelf to draw: 
them, which if not performed , who. 
knows what might have betfaln the Pati- 
ent. And for his great .Mafter Chiron, 
how could he cure others, who Was-not 
able to cure himfelf; but being acciden- 
tally wounded by Hercules, refolved: 
wholly to refign his Life and Immortali-. ' 
ty to Prometheus, and {fo bravely to rid. 
himelf our of all his Troubles? And hence 
We may plainly underftand, what Truth. 
there was in. thofe fo wonderful and in 
com- 


\ 
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comparable aétions 5 whieh lying anti- 
quity boafts of them. Thus peradven- 
ture dothe f{piteftll Contradi&tors fable of 
thefe firft Mafters; and that I allo may. 

- at prefent {fpeak, wharI'think, it does nor 
, keem'to me very dubious, That the firft 
Inventors of Phyfick among the Greeks 
Were certainly but very {mall Profici- 
€nts therein; fince that in after-ages , 
when the World'with Time advanced in 
every Art and Study, their witlefs Dif- 
courfes about it, demonftrated, that their 
skill was yet’ litdlerenough: And altho” 
they gained a'great deal of Fame and Re- 
Putation in all parts, yet ought we not 
therefore the lefs to:perfift in our Belief, 
judging, that at the firft appearanee of 
Arts to the fimple and rowing World,, 
_ the firft Operations of Phyfick appeared’ 
_ Wonderful and Divine Inventions. And. 
this wasmuch mote eafie for Phyficians ,. 
than for any other Inventors; becaufe 
all their moft confiderable Miftakes and — 
‘Tors being, as one faith, buried in the 

_ fame Grave with thofe that were flain by 
them ; and on the contrary, nothing ap- 
pearing of them, bur their Experiments, 
Ow mean foever, on the livingby them 
Cured, they might without any great op- — 
 Pofition eafily acquire im.nortal rae 
an 
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and honour. Befides that,, this certainly 
happens inthe moft wicked and infamous 


petlons, who as they are crafty and ma- 


licious, procure. themfelves every ‘where 


Favourers. and Partakexs ; and being far. 


. from true Wifdom, leave.no Deceit or 
Cheat, untried, whereby.they may gain. 
eitecm amoneft the Dregs. of the. people. 


It is therefore certainly tobe judged, T hat: 


they, whole Fame-was,fo,much trumpet-. 
ted about, Were moft: crafty. Juglers and 
Mountebancks.. It is nor here my Inten- 
tion. to alledge thofe numerous Examples, 


which I could bring both. from ancient: 
and modern. Records;. 1. will. only not, 


leave unrelated, how it was anciently re- 


a 


ported, that, Acrow of Agrigentum once. 
freed the City of Jthens from a, mortal. 


Plague, by the great Lights and Fires ,. 
which he. caufed to be kindled therein.. 
But that Fire alone cannot produce any» 
fuch effect, our own Eyes have certainly , 
and fufficiently taught us. The fame. 


thing is Hippoerates {aid to have done in 
histime. And Zoxzres alfo had after his. 


death Statues erected, and Sacrifices offer-- 


ed to him with other Divine Honours; 
becaufe that Cas Lucian tellsus ) at atime 


when Athens was more than ever annoy- , 


ed, and evendifpcopled bya raging Pefti- 
3 lence, 


Se 


ig a 
leace; he is faid to. have appeared to ‘Ar- 
chitele., the Wife of acertain Areopagite, 

-andto haveaflured her, That, if the 4- 
thenians would {ptinkle all their Screets 
WLW ines the Plague would prefently 
ceale.; which they having done, ic fud- 

denly fell out,-as he had. promifed.. But 
here I find his ufual prudence wanting in 
Lician'y who..foolithly believes it, and 
phancies,. That this might proceed from 
the Vapors of the Wine, which, mix- 
ing with the Air, purged it, and freed it 
from thofe. peftilential Qualities that in- 
feted it. But goad God ! if thefe Plagues 

| ceafed not, till that, aftera long Deftni- 

tion'and .Moitaliry of the people, the 

Malady had. quite fpent it felf ; why muft 

We. fay, That this hapned through the 

 Macang of vain and helplefs Remedies, and 

-—hot.rather through the weaknels.and di- 

- Mnution.of the Evil 2 therefore it is cer- 

-inly tobe judged, thatthe moft crafty 

and fubtile Quacks, knowing that the 

_-Lury of the Diftemper was already {pent, 
aun that it wasin the wane, to gain them~_ 

{elves Fame and everlafting Renown,cun-. 
ningly prefcribed..a Remedy, that fo the; 
Peanles deliverance: might be, rather at~ 
tributed to them, than to, the Nature of, 

the InfeStion.. An Artifice; which is ever, 
| ae at 
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at this day conttinually ee naanenny Phy- | 
ficians, But as for Afenlapiws, he may 
well reft. contented with that Glory}. 
which , for his having been the firft that 

taught the World the Art of Tooth-draw+ 

ing, is rationally given him ee Ro- | 
man Orato’, when he faith;' Aifculapius’ 
was the firt that invented the drawing of 
Teeth: _Altho the Cures wrought by him 
are faidto have been fo rare and’ won- 
derful ; and thofe in fo many different 


ways related, that as Sextus the Empi-. 


rick wifely reflects, they may hereby have 
been concluded to have been wholly Fa- 
bulous: Forour Hifforians going upon falfe 
Suppofitions , report, the Captain. of our 
Science, /E{culapius, to have been touched 
with Thunder, not contented with a Fittion, 
which neverthelefs they varioufly transform. 
Stefichorus reports, That A fculepius a- 
~ fcended to the beightofhis Glory by ha- 
ving, with his Medicines, reftored to life 
fome of thofe that died at Thebes. But 
Polyanthus {ays, That /fculapius grew fa- 
mous, for that fome, who were by the. 
anger of Funo ftruck with Madnels, did 
by his means recover their Senfes. And 
Parrhafius recounts, That he gained his 
chief Repute by recalling Tyndarus from 
death. And Staphylus affirms, That his 
Ec ereatelt 
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Sreareft Renown was gotten by his joyn- 


ing togethers and enlivening the feattered 


Limbs. of Hyppoditus,, whomehis frightned — 


orfes had.torn. into an Hundred pieces. 
But Phylarchuavers, That all his Efteem 
and Honour was derived from his. curing 


of their Blindnefs the Sons of Phineus. 


And Telefarchw in fine will have bim 
placed: among the. Gods, becaule he at- 
tempted to raife Orion fromthe dead. But 
What Artifices, how Jeathfom-and: abo- 


- ™uinable foever, did he leave untried, to 


be held diligent.and, circum{pedt in curing? 
He (faith Ce/us Rhodiginus) would (whete- 
tn he was alfo imitated by Hippocrates ) 
eventafte the Excrements of the Sick, as if 
that were neceflary to the finding out the 
Caules of Diftempers; for which -he was 
afterwards by Arifophanes in his Plutus — 
Wittily called Sxlopay@:; or Encrement- 
eater, and we, may better hic him home 
by faving with our Afing Sincerus, 


Efe idem poteris, Merdicus & Medicus. 


But above all, highly advantagious to 
“Sculapins, were Riddles, Sorceries, Ora- 
Cles,- Sacrifices, and many other Supertti- 
tions and jugling Tricks, which he made | 
ule of to impole upon the Belief of 2 . 
a} y 


og Le 
_ filly multitude, feeding the Sick with*cer: 
tain hopes ‘of their recovery , when he 
only heldethem in fufpente with ‘his Talk. | 
_ An ufual Cuftom at that time of every 
‘one; who would with’any*Commenda- 
tions? practile Phyficky “Ad to'fay no- 
thing of “Medea, and many others, Me : 
— Lampis ey {ach foolith Artifices and Flim 
Flarhs, ‘befides the great Fame he obtained 
from a poor Fellow, as’ he wasj together 
with hisBrother; became moft Rich Prin- 
ces anid Soveraign Lords of two patts of 
theRealm ‘of Kins! Pretus;! marrying bis 
Datightersy by him cured; whole names 
( faies’ Apollodovils yo were! Lyyippe atid Iphi- | 
anaffas but’ Zlian calls them E/ed and : 
‘Colené, who} either! through the over 
mitch ule of Wine, ot bythe procureriént | 
‘of the Queen of Eypris fallins’ mrady went 
rosether-withh dliew Sifter Iphinre}; who 
_ died before the’could bédlired, feedine on 
Gral(s, and lowing liké Cows’ about thé 
Valleys of Morea, and other Countreys. - 
Of thele Virgil {aith imhis*Bucolicks 5 


2 arith Lowings vain th, Pratides: fark 
Ws mad): : a Sat ca . ) 


- Fillell the neighbonring Fields, &c. 
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_- Buta Remedy was found out for their. 


dnefs by Melampius' who, as Diofeori- — . 


des will have it, cured them ‘with Blick. 
Hellebore ; altho’ Galen on ‘far’ better 
Grounds, judges that it was White Felle- 
ore which wrought the Cure. This Me- 
icine Melampus firft learn’d from_ the 
Sheep, faith Theophraftus, orrathet from 
the Goats, which, as Péiny writes, he kepr, 
“Who purge themfelves by feeding on Hed- 
febore. Altho’ fome are of opinion, that 
Melampus curedthofe diftraed Ladies , 
hot with Hedlebore, but with the Milk of 
Goats, firft fed'therewith; and Se hiek 
that it was not. Medampus the Goatherd ; 
Who reftored them to their Senfes, but 
another MeZampus called the Soothfayer. 
nd Polyanthus, as it is related by Sextus 
the Empirick, and Fvdoxus a moft ancient 
Seographer in Stephanus atttibutes this to 
“feulapins. But however this be, it is 
Hot to be doubted, but Melampus, after 
Many long Ceremotiiesaccompanicd with 
vactifices, and other Superftittons, cauled 
thele diftraéted Ladies to be firft wathed 
tnthat famous Fountain of Arcadia, cal- 
ed Chtorius ; wherefore in’ memory there- 
Of there were engraven in Marble thofe 
Witty Verfes, related by Togonus a molt 
ancient Writer, concerning Town 
P WV trere- 


| — (ae) , 
Wherefore after this, a Debate’ arof& 
-amongft Writers, differently judging of 
this Cure: “Some attributing it only to 
-the Sacrifice and Bath, others.to the He/- 
debores but certainly, as far as ;wecan per- 
ceive, that both the Medicines were’ 
made uleof by Melampus : Pythagoras {ay-_ 
ing thusinOwd: = 


Who once bas quench'd his draught at 

Clitro’s Well, . | 

Flies Wine, and drinks unntixed water | 
aig 


ill. : 
_ Whether the water bear a fecret Feud 
To Wine, or as the Shepherds there-re- 
port 


How Amithaon’s Son, when from the 
_ Harms. | 
Of raging Madnefs, he by herbs and 
Charms 


~ Hadfree'd, he flung th Infettions of their 
mind . 


Into the Well, where it has fill remain'd 
bebind. 
\ 


~ Towhich Cuftom, the Homer of Fer- ’ 
rara perhaps had refpeét, when he made | 
Afclfo {everal times wath his mad Or- | 
dando in the Sea, before he gave him to | 
drink the Liquor he had received from 
E{cayen to cure him. Aol" 


ha 
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' Aftolfo causd bim to be feven times 
| wad, ASG ERY 
-. And under water to be plung’d feven — 
times, i Sees ARE ss 3 . 
So were his face and ail his members 
_ eleanfed . ‘tS Je 
From that fame filth, that had him fo 
_ befrenfied. a 


But MedZampus not ‘content with thefe 
filly Tricks only, -to ‘render his Cures 
more famousand remarkable, brag’d, as: 
may befeen in Synefusthat he was skilled 


in the Interpretation of Dreams, proceed- 


Ing thence to Soothfayings, and giving all - 
men to underfiand, That Apo//o had en~ 
dowed him with the Art ot Divination, 
and that he having bred up in his houfe 
certain Serpents, they had in the dead of 
the Night, when he was afleep, lick’d 


hisEars, whereat he, faddenly waking 


for fear, found at Day-break, that he 
underftood the Language of all Birds. 
18 Apollodorus, relates, {peaking of .Me- 
dampus. Not any Art then had ever, I 
_ believe, fo much Commerce with Lyes, 
-Fraud, and. Superfticions, as the Myftery 
_of Phyfick, which fo manifeftly appears 
to every one, who has but the leait In- 
fight therein, that it = not necefiary for 
7 3 ime 
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me ‘at prefent co trouble my felf any 
darther about it. Yet willl not forbear to 
glance a little at the ‘ftrange and ridicu- 
tous Ceremonies, which the Ancients 
uled in. gathering of Plants, to the end 
that by the ignorant people their Medi- 
eines might be efteemed more wonderful 
and regardable. Piory could not be ga- 
thered in theday-time, for tear of lofing 
prefently their Sight, if they fhouldcharice 
to be feen by a Jay. He that would dig 
up Mandrakes, was obliged to havea care 
of acontrary Wind; and befere he. be- 
gan todig for it, he made about it three 
Circles, and afterwards pluck’d it out of 
the ground, holding his Face towardsthe 
Welt ;. but while he pulled ic up, another 
was to goround about him, skipping and 
fneering, and uttering, know not whar, 
~ yndecent and obicene Speeches ; as Theo- 
. phragus relates in thele words, They who 
go about to cut the Mandrake, let them 
take careof a contrary wind, and make three 
Circles fir with a Sword, then bet theme 

dig looking to theWef. 
_ _ Bue with far greater Ceremonies was 
the Baarz, which fome will have to be 
nothi: elfe , but the very fame Man- 
drake diged up by the Ancients. ‘They 
firftthrew upon i the menfiruous Blood 
Or 


“ 
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or Urineof Women, thenhaving- remo- 
ved'the Earth from’round about ic, they 
tied-a Dog tothe Root, who, being cai- 
led by his Mafter, in running, pluck’d it 
wp, and prefenrly fell down dead. © This 
is thus related by Fofephus the few s“That 
part of the Valley which ‘encompaffes the 
City to the North, is called Baatas :°That 
place bears. a Root of the fame Name: In 
Colour it is like the flame of Fire; .and in 
the Evening cajts forth a kind of Lightning. 
It will not be touched by thofe that ga about 
to puil'it; but fies aseay ;:nor is there any 
may to op it, but by cajting upon it either 
the Urine or Menfiraum’s of-a@ Woman. 
And thenralfo it is death to then that handle 
. &t, unlefsiby fortune the perfon that carrys 
the Root; fo carrys it, that it ay hang 
down out of bu hand. * But it i taken up 
another wey without any danger, and that: 
is this: They make a Circle about the Roots, 
for the hidden part of the Root u the hortef ; 
then they tye a Dog to it,who, when the Ma- 
fer calls him away, eafily pulls it up: But 
the Dog immeiliately dies, a6 being a kind 
of Revenge for ofering violence to the Root, 
for after that, there isno danger to any body 
that takes it up. 
An Account much like to this is given 
by Evan in his Hiftory of Animals, con- 
a, Da cern 
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| cerning the dig ing up .of the Cynofpafus. - 


The name of the Plant is Cynotpattus, 
which ts alfocalled the Bright-thine. Now 
you mult know, that all day this Plant is 
" got to be feen, but at night it thines ikea 
Star, and glitters like Fire... Therefore 
_ marking the place diligently in the.day times 


they go away. and come again the. next, 
wight , and then feeing the mark which they 


“eftthere.. But the Root is neither to becut 
nor pulld up; for they:report , Thats the 
fir, who, through ignerance of its Nature, 
touch'd it, foon, after perifhed, . Therefore. 
they takea Dog that has been kept hungry, 
_ for nine days togethers which done,-they 
bring theDog to that part of the Root.next 
the earth, and. then fajten the Dog and the 
Root. together, .with a Rope, tyed with 


 @ firong Knot : then returning: a good: di- 
heme bs they throw. upon the ground feve- 


ral morfels of Meat, which the Dog: fitel~ 
ding, and: prefed by hunger, pulls with ail 
his. force to get at the Meat, and fo.at lap 
plucks up the Root. But if it happen,, that 
the Sur fee the Root, the Dog dies immedi- 
ately, and they bury the Dog.in the Jame 


place, uking certain facred Ceremonies. over. 


the dead body of the Dog, as having died for. 
their fakes; for then they may be bold to 


touch and handle the Plant, and carry. 
| pe it 
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it home; where, as they report, they makg. 
_ afe of for many profitable Advantages. 3 

Nor lefs vain and .ridiculous were the 
Superftitions*, ufed by ‘the Ancients in 
digging up’the Panacea, as Theophrafus 
relates. _ And of Elebore and many other’ 
Plants there isfuch a number of Fables re- 
- ported as well by the fame TheophraPus 
asby Diofcorides‘and Pliny, thatit I would 
relate them one’by* one, I fhould fearce — 
Sewer... ee oe 

But above all to be admired were the 
moft tedious and vain Ceremonies, uled 
by the Prieftefs of the Ele of Lenmos, in 
gathering thé fealed Earth, as they are 
related by Galen, who being an Eye-wit- 
nef, made an Elegant Defcription there- 
of. To which Artifices allo the moft 
Witty Ariofto alluding, introduces the 
chalt [fabella, making thedrunken Sara- _ 
cen believe; that the had anever-failing Se- 
etet for the rendring*a’ man jinvulnera: | 
ble;and ‘to gain the moré Credirto’ her 
affertion, envelloping it in'abundance of 
cautions and Conditions in this ‘Difcourfe-. 
tO Rodoipied 2" WB OORT 


“I kiow where an’ herb grow, which I have 


ee OFS a 
VV hich being boild with Ivy-and with Rue 
cee 


sete Ss GOs | 
. Over an eajfie Fire of Cyprefs-wood, 
3 ey prefsd between a fpotlefs Virgins 
. hands, - 
A Liguor yields that hard’us fo the skiz, 
That neither Fire nor Steel can do. it 
harm an 
Three times anoint your body with this Oy?, 
And you thall be a month invulnerable. 
_ But then theVertueceafes, then again. . 


x 


You muft again anoint, &c. 


_- Bur leaving thefe things. to perfons 
more at leifure chan my felf, and return- 
ing to out. former Ditcourle, it.is almoft 
incredible, how the firft Inventors of the 
Art were flandred and back-bitcen by the 
_ Envy and Malice. of .hofe . Phyficians , 
who morte than the reft wounded the 
Reputation of Melampus, giving out, that 
he was the firft, who, to the Ruine of 
the World, brought forth the evil and 
troublefom ufe of Purges; and that, ific 
fell out well for him in the Cure of . Pre- 
tx’s Daughters, it was more by good, 
Luck, than any prudentFore-fight of his. 
But tolet alone Me/ampus for the prefenr, 
and to return from. whence we digrefled, 
-— itislikelv,: perhaps, that long: before He- 
rodicus$ Medicine was {eparated from Phi- 
lofophy, fince we read in Hecnaotes the 
| Prince 
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Prince of the Grecian Hiftory, That there 
Were exceeding ancient Schools of Phy- 
fick in Cyrene.and Crorona, to which the 
often by us mentioned Democides gave 
very great Repute, by whofe means, as 
the fame Author: relates, the Crotomians 
gained the Honour to be efteemed the 
moft excellent Phyficians in the World. 
But it is co-be believed, that — 
Phyfick was at firft taught in thofe Schools; 
and that likewife there divided into diffe- 
rent Opinions, caufing divers Faétions.. 
The fame thing alfo hapned in Rhodes, in. 
Coos, and Gnidos, where Eurifontes, or 
_ Whoever elfe it was, publifhed thole fa- 
ae Sent = were shee 
led-Gnidian, which Hippocrates oppofing 
Ip his Writings, there arofe the firft Con- 
teft, that was ever feen upon paper be- 
twixt Phyficians, or at leaft the firft that 
afterwards came. to our Knowledge. 
And as for the other Difputes of thofe 
times, Hippocrates gives us an Account of 
fome of them in thefe words; Iv acute 
Difeafes fo various are the Sentiments of 
_ Phyficians, that often times what one pre- 
Scribes , as molt helpful, others forbid as 
harmful: And for this reafon the Art of 
Phvjick ought to be efteemed very like tothat 
of Divination, becaufe the Phyficians behave. 
[Bees Pe 
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themfelves juft like to. Soothfayers, Jome of - 
which will have the fame Bird, if appearing 

on the right hand, tobe an Augury of good 
Luck ; but if on the left, of bad. But 
others again-held the contrary. Now who- 
foever-defiresto be more fully informed 
concerning fuch Difpures and Contefts 
among Phyficians, let him read the Com- 
ment of Galen upon ‘the aforefaid Teft 
of Hippocrates, and I queftion not, but 
he will there find abundant fatisfaction. 
Nor ought wehereto pafs by unobferved 
what Hieronymus Cardanus fulpeéts, that 
the Book, which goesunder the name of 
-Hippocrates,concerning the bringing forth 
of Children in the feventh Month, is, as 
he {aies; Forfan Eurifontis, wulla ex parte 
Hippocrateinferiorss, fi ex unguibus Leonent 
ut in Proverbioefty cognofcere mihi ‘concef- 
fum eft. Hippocrates then mutt needs have 
rallied all.his Fotces, when he contended 
with one, between whem and-him(elf 
there was, if: we may believe Cardan, 


In value none, or little difference. 


And perhaps with feveral others, ofio 
“dels parts than Eurifontes; of whom. by 
ailen of all-devouring time, which has 
Confum'd their bodies, and their works 
2 conceaPd, | I 


beds | 
- Peannot!-at prefent give any account? 
But the famous Hippocrates publiftied his 
Works in that place, who, although he*> 
fhewed fo much Virtue, as made fome’ 
think, that Nature and Art ftrove toge-’ 
thet toperfeRionate in hit the Idea of 'a ° 

moft'skilful Phy ficians yet'eould they nor’ 
render his Doétrine fo clear-and warrant- 
able, bnt that it was fifted, deprefied, and: 
confuted firft by Dioe/es, and afterwards * 

by! Péifonicus, by Praxagoras, by Erophi-* 
Las; by Philotimus, by Eudemus, and chief= 
ly by Chryfppus, and hisScholar Erafifra-- 
tas; who was held in ftich efteem for Phy? 
fick, that he was by many able men pudgy’ 
d equal to-4fcu/apias. And certainly’ 
from thofe “fey Fragments, which by’ 
fore, who have written againft- him’, 
have been-pteferveds out ‘of his’ many” 
Works,’ it is fufficiently cleat and man 
felt, Thar Erafifratus was no lef a moi” 
fubtil Philofopher, than a moft Excellent’ - 

tyfician. He was exceedingly -free int 2 | 
philofophizing, and {o great a lover ofthe’ 
Truth, thaché oftén preferred ic béetore his 8 
Grandfather Ari ftot/e,& his School, openly * 
faying, that the Peripateticks had efablith-' - 
ed nothing folidly about Natural Things." - 
Wherefore his Opinions sere for fome > 
Ages receiyed-with greot Efteem and ¥e - 
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netation. by. Philofophers and Phyficians 
of more than ordinary worth. And al- 
_ tho’ they did nos ule much Blood-letting 


~ € which is wont not a little to diminifh 


the Efteem of .Phyficians. amongft the 
Vulgar ) yet their, Fame. never ftagger- 
ed, infomuch that even in the time of Ga-. 
len and afterwards, their Se&t was held 
in far greater Repute, than any othier.. 
Yet was not all this fufficient to reftrain 
the Rage of other FaCtions, that rofe,up 
again{tit under. the Standards of Nefthe- 
us an Athenian, of Cienus, called alfo, 
Prufias,and of many others, all efteemed 
in their times excellent Heads, and Foun- 
ders of divers other ancientSets of Rati- 
onal Phyfick.In the mean time the never 
fufficiencly prailedEmpedocles,nolefs{ublime 
- a Poet, chan Philofopher, doubting, thar 
he fhould not otherwifebe able to infufe 
into Acron his Scholar, evident and indif- 
-putable Arguments for the Mutations. of 
- Nature, wholly forfook the Rational, - 
and with. his urmoft Endeayours’ applied, 
himfelt folely toadvance the moftancient' 
Empirical Phyfick ; which was afterwards) 
brought to perfection by Philinus, Sera- 
pion, and other moft famous Phyficians , ~ 
whofe Followers always {trove to ruine, 
and reauce ro nothingall the other ce 
| or 
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Normuftl concéal,thas:feme are of Opi- 
nion, That Acron gave thefirft Beginning: 
to Empirical Phyfick, whilft ethers fay, 
That Philinus the Son of- Erophilus, and 
fome ver, That Serapzon was indeed the 
Inventor and Founder thereof: | 

Thus by degrees were the different. 
Companies of Phyficians multiplied, eve- 
ry one with all his force contending to 
defend his own. Party, and overthrow 
the reft, whenin thetime of Pompey the | 
Great, there {fprang up with <A/céepiades: 
another moft famous, and moft illuftrious: 
Faction.. This not only afcended to'a 
fublime degree of Eloquence, as fome 
vainly think, but prevailed much alfo. 
_ both in Philofophy and Phyfick, asmay 
well be gathered: from the Writings of 
Celius Aurelianus, and others, who report 
fome of their Sentences. 

Buti my felf am at laft grown weary 
of turning over fo great a variety of Fa- 
ctions. and Schools; which fince I have 
_ purpofed to recount, pafling over at pre- 
fent the lefs Famous, I fhall only touch 
upon themore confiderable, as [ have hi- 
therto done; and in the mean time I muft — 
beg your excule, if to bring my intent, L- 
fhall be fomewhat long in my Difcourie. 
[fay then, following my begua eee ae 

sat 


| 
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- That.not far from, or even in the yey 


time of Pompey the Great, againft bor 

the Empirical and Rational Phyfick, 
ftarted up Thentifon with his new Inven- 
tions, who, as he rejected the Sentiments 
of all others, fo would alfo give bis School 

a different Name, calling it from hisbrief, 

clear, and well-crdered Difcourfe, Me- 

thodical. + id | 

~~ But thisalfo did the moft Eloquent 4n-— 
tonius Mufa, the Scholar of T/emzfon, no 


| eS by his: dwn Learning and ‘Induftry , 


than by the Authority o Ottavius Cesar, 
caule , Protews-Lke, to change its Form. 
Yer was it not long for all this, ere the © 
Methodical Se& got up again by the af- 
fiftance of VettiusValens, Phyfician. tothe 
Emperor Claudius » and Gallant'to his 


-— Wife the Emprefs Meffzdina. Afterwards 


it Mounted to an exceeding height, being 
in a great meafure reftored by Theff{z/us, 
Phyfician to Nero, who would thercfore 
havearrogatedto himéelf ali theGlory of 
inventing it, as may be feen’ in that Epi- 
file, which he writes to the fame Empe- 
ror, wherein he begins to fay thus; I ha-- 
ving now eablifhed a new Sett, which alone 
has fir difcovered all Truth: forafmuch as 
all thofe, who have beretofore  prattifed 
Phyfick, could mot find out any thing that 
: was 


~ 


t 
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was available either for the.curing of Difeay 
Ses, or the preferving of Health. And in 
fine, this Se& was not long after com- 
pleated, and brought to perfection by So- 
ranus of Ephefw. = 

| — But of how Happy a wit,. and of what 

| tofound: Knowledg the Inventors of this’ 

ifort of Phyfick were, with the whole 

_ Company of innumerable Followers, we __ 

| may partly perceive by whatis related in 

| thofe Books of Celius Aurelianus, thatare 

| Some "to: our hands ; and alfo. by what 

| Galen, and other Authors haye written of 

| them, tho’ fparingly enough.” And cer- 

4 tainly Themifon was {vficiently.commend- 

| ed by Pdiny, and his Name adernéd with 

| the glorious Adjun& of Chief Phyfician. 

| And Theffalus by his Sagacity and Advi- 

| {ednels wrought himfelf fo-far into the 

| good Grace and Favor of the Emperor 

Nere, aPrince (tho’extream cruel, yer) ~ 

very intelligent, that he became his inti- 

mate and familiar Friend; arid got fo 
much theberter ofthe Phy ficians, hisCon- 
temporaries, chat hedelerved tohave en- 

‘ graven on his Sepulchre that famous In- 
icription Iszrevizns. And a famous Phyfi- 
cian of our time, alcho’ a Rat‘onal and ~ 
Galenift , could not ( as itis related by. 
Profjer Aljinus) forbear in {peaking of 

Bee : him, 
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him, to fay thus much to his Commenda- 
tion, coud with the Books he wrote de Com- 
munitatibus & Synchreticis, were now ex- 
tant: for by the Fragments which fome have 
cited, he appears to be a mob acute and 
learned Author. 

' But whither I do find my {elf tran 
ported, without having made mention 
ofthe moft famous Clinias of Marfeilies , 
who, in defpite of Theffadus, and allother 
Methodifts, gave. begining another 
fort of new Phvfick, never 

of? And why amongft fuch an heap of 


fore heard 


Phyficians do J let ie the moft wary 


Charmi, whowas al{o of Marfeilles, and 
Founder of another new and ftrange wa 

of Curing. This man was endowed with 
fuch high andnoble parts, that he intro- 
duced his new and marvellous Doétrine 
’ into Rome with moft happy Prefages, and 


to fuch an height arrived the Belief of his — 


rigorous and ftrange Inventions, that in 
a {mall time the chief of the Senate were 
athis difpofal. They governed Fate, {faith 
Pliny of the faid Phyficians , Into which 
City fuddenly Charmis got, coming from 
Maffilia, avd not only condesmed the former 
Phyficians, but alfo perfwaded his Patients 


to bathe in cold water in the midf of winter: — 


—.-- - 


: 


ees 
( O the Efficacy.of the Art: of Medicinal 
Perfwafion, to which all other force of 
Eloquence mutt of neceflity give place ) 
He plunged his. fick Patients into Lakes of 
cold water; and we bave feen ancient per- 


| fons. of Confular dignity frivering.and chat= 


= 


tering with their teeth, even to offentation. 
Thus {prang up} and continued Phyfick: 


until the time of the moft curious Clax- 


dius Galen of Pergamus, whofe Fame is: 


known to every ore. He, cig 
natural-difpofition; Geometry,: Aftrono-' 
ick, and: all. other » Sciences,’ 


m & 
- wihigh he judged either ufeful, or neceflary 
‘to aPhyfician, and beingencouraged by 


the perfwafions of his Father, who, as 
he himielf tells us, was {timulated: there- 
unto. by various Dreams and. Vifions from - 
the Gods, underwent moft.grievous fati- 


gues by reafon of his continual Labours 
_ and Watchings, undertaking long and 
_ difficulr Voyagesy fubje&t to many, and 
_ thofe norordinary Dangers; that hemight 
_ aftain toa more thanmfual Eminence in 


———— 


other Greek Phyficians, bur fincere, and 


that Art, wherein-he caufed himfelf to be 
inftru&ed by the moft famous Mafters of 
thofe times, if we will give credit to: his 


own Relation abourit. Buc he indeed 


Was not crafty and malicious, as fome 


of 


es 
of very* great’ Morality. Tn mattets} 
of Philofophy he would’ never ‘tye Hina 
felf to the opinions of any cther, always 
declaiming againit chat Cuftom, asblanie- 


able, and unworthy a Philofopher; and», 


protefted:, "That in. following the’ do-. 
cumentsof Hippocrates (whom he always 
regarded as the chief and principal ‘Ma- 
fter of the Art) that he did not look up- 


of his words, as proceeding from a cre-: 


dible Evidence, but from a Demonttra-- 
tor only; that is, That he did not give’ 
any Credit to the fayings of Hippscra-: 
tes; but to the Reafons brought by him. 
And therefore, where he could conveni-- 
ently do it, he failed not now and then 


malicioufly to difcover_fome of his ble’. 
naifhes; blaming: him fometimes,’ as: 116: 


great Obferver of the propriety of Laa-: 
guage; and other whiles as extremely’ 
dark, and obicure, faying, That he often: 
entred into Labyrinths without knowing» 
the way out again, and that by his te-' 
dious- and vain: Stories: he :fometimes te- * 


peated the fameching over and over again,’ 


not obferving the ordinary Method of’ 
Difcourfe: and in fine he forbore not to 
fay, Chat he was mean, and pitriful, and » 


confuled in his Tal. Nay, fo great an’. 


affeGtion he always bore to Truth, that 
: where 


| 
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i where it was convenient forhim to do it, 
_ he fearles, and carps at as well the anciw 
ent Phyficians, asthofe of hisown times. 
altho’ they were of very great Repute,, 
and notwithftanding fome of them h 
__ been before very highly extolled by him 
elf for their skill and Knowledge. He 
Unmeafurably jeers A/c/epiades, calling 
him the VVonder-tadking Phyfician, Empty- 
pate, teafty, and obftinate, faying, That 
he underftood Logick and Philofophy as: much 
as the Afs and Ox do playing on the Bag- 
Pipe, and that he was fometimes plainly out 
of his wits. WHeaccufes <Archigenes of 
Words, faying, That he often roamsabour,, 
never keeping to his matter; andthat he 
is alwayschildifhly bufying him(elf in the 
\ idle Toys of Definitions. He exceedingly \ 
befpatters Herophidws, whom hecalls Cozs ' 
“her, Jugler, and riotous fellow. - And in 
the hke manner he deals with Eraf/tratus. 
affirming him-to be obfcure and-confufed 
tn his Sentiments. But this is nothing to 
| the Blows he gives Theffalus and Fulia- 
455 calling the firftMad-man, and The/- 
| falian-Afs, faying, That he was bred up 
_ by his Father amongft Women, who card- 
¢d Wool; and giving the fecond, whom 
be makes another Therfites, the Ticle of 
| Apifh-fellow, and. brazen-facd a, 
ets : F L Cc 
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likening him in fine to Afops AS. And), 
fo far-did. he {uffer himfelf. to be tran | 
ported with this vain blaft, that hebrake 
forth at laft into moft horrid and impious | 
Blafphemies, foolifhly depriving GO D); 
of his Omnipotency, and fharply repre- 
hending Holy Mo/es for having ateribut- , 
ed itto him; ridiculoufly {coffing at the, 
_Doétrines.of Mofes, and our ever bleffed . 
Redeemer CHRIST JESUS, and, 
impudently daring to equallize the Ob-. 
flinacy of the Medicinal Seéts to-the lau- 
dable and invincible Conftancy of the) 
Ghriftian Saints ; and: yet Gan lived in} 
an. Age, wher there was fcarce any place 
in the World; but: was continually illu-, 
minated by the Miracles, which were cve-, 
ry wrought: by the Teachers of 
our Holy Religion: Nor could he but 
have heard of that moft famous Victory, 
obtained by Marcus. Aurelius over the 
Marcomanm through the moft fervent 
Prayers of the Chriftian Legion, called 
_ afterwards from the Effeét, that followed 
their Petitions, Legio fulainans : whence) 
it proceeded, that by the Imperial Edi& 
aftop was put to the cruel Perfecution of, 
the: Chriftians, and feyere Penalties ap> 
spointed to be infli@ed on thofe that fhould: 
accufe them, or inform. againft them; 


“upon, 


| 
P 
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upon which account alfo was eretted that 
famous Turretor Column in Rome, which 
teferving even to our days the Records of — 
fignallized Virtue, is admired by all a- 
Mong{t the Wonders of that glorious 
City. This Couradus Gefner Coniidering, 
Could not ( however unreafonably parti- 
al for him) forbear fayings Rafhty and 
‘mpioufly does Galen refufe the Schools of 
Chri? and Mofes, as founded upon no De- 
‘monftration, a if the Miracles which ave both 
wumerousanddivine, of whichwe read both 
17 the old and> new Tefament, did not ex- 
ceed all Demonftration. Not doth he 
here make a: ftand , but proceeds with 
tmary other yery grave Expreflions ro 
ireprovehim. Burt co return from whence 
the zeal of Piety and’ Religion had trané 
Ported me. AfterGalery 

_ But few or none fo far advancdin Fame, — 
ew or none of any great repute were feen 
in Phyfick : forafmuch as within a liccle 
while after the true and perfect Method of 
\Philofophy, whichalready began by de~ 
‘Brees 10 decay, fell totally from itspriftine 
| blendor and fwerving from its right path, 
h 


thofe Baftard-philofophers fer-at naught 
the true Knowledge of the Caufes of Na- 
tural Events, and contenting po? 

felyes 


a 


felves only with fimple Logick’, or ah 
fay better, with witle Soph try, foolifh: 
ly followed. the phantaftical Chimera’s \ 
of Terms, and prattle, wherewith cafting: 
as we ule to fay, duft in the-eyes of:the 
Multitude, they madethem think Glow: |! 
wormsto.be Lanthorns, and wouldimake | 
every one believe, That they. knew-all, | 
when in Natural things, itscannot certain- 
Ty be.affirmed, that they knew any thing. 
- .Butia fine this vain fhadow: of: Philofo- 
phy, finking together with the Mayefty 
of the Rowan Empire gave the laft 
- plunge, drawing with it alfo Phylicky 28 
- may be feen-in the Books of Oribafiusy, 
Paulus, of tins ,- Alexander: Trallianus ,. 
Attuarins, Phidotheus,, and other Authers, 
who {earce did-any_ thing elfe,, but: cols 
le&t, compile, and fometimes. unskilful- | 
fully. tranflate the Writings. ofsothers.. 
But inthem we ‘may yet fee; altho’ ‘nor. 
fo much at large.the uftial Contefts: of the | 
Art, efpecially’in Tradianus, who,being 
bolder than. the» reft, more than once | 
manifeftly oppofes Galen, and bes' 
fides, prudently enough avers, That itis 
— mdeeda wicked thing, not to contradiG - 
Galen; when the Truth requiresic. 
ag ‘ "6 : / ef i | 
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, .Andit has.always been obfetved, that 
as.men haye been more or lefsaddi&tedto 
Philofophy,, proportiowably mote or lels 
frequent have been the Contefts and. 
Wranglings.of Phyficians; which isa ma- 
iifeft-ign, that thefe Controverfies’ pro- 
ceeded from mens.more or Jefs examining 
the defeéts of the Are 1) oh oe 


~ Bur at laft through the extreme Negli- , 
gence-of the Greeks, who took no care 
tocopy them, together with the choiceft. - 


pieces of Philofophy, and other Sciences, 


were lofithe moft-excellent Volumes, till 

thattime extant of Phyfick; -which were 
#u-the time of Galen grown, to. fuch a 
number , thar che very Reading, as he 
tellsusy of the good and uleful Books of 
_Medicaments; would. have _employed'a 
man all the days of his. life. And the 
/ fame difafter. did then happen to the Books 
| of Phyfick, as. the Great Bacon of Virulam 
| obferves to have befaln’ thofe. of Philofo- 
phy, which being carried along by the . 
| Tapid fiream oftime, as by an over-flow- 
ng Raver,. the Jighter'only {wam on the 
POPs -whillt the,-weightier, and. thofe of 

'Brearer value fank dawn to the bottom. 

A hustogether with Philofophy did Phy- 

) fick remain deprefs'd, when,the Arabians, 
| = haying forfaken their ancient Faith, 

er: ee to 
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to followthe impious doétrines ofMahomet, 
and ‘rebellioufly withdrawn themfelves | 
from theJurifdiction'of the Roman Empire, | 
had with vi&torious arms taken and ran. | 
fack’d very many rich’ Provinces of Afa, 
Africa, and Europe, fiiding’ by chan 
amidft the-prey and {poil they: gor’ in 
Greece, {ome Books, applied’ themielyes 
with more than ordinary fervor, tothe 
Study 5 and: lighting on the Works of 

_ Arifotle, and {ome of his Commenrators, 
as alfo on thofe of Hippocrates,and Gaden, 
they equally attended to profit themfelves 
both in Philofophy and Phyfick? But being. 
fomewhat of a fervile and fuperftitiouss 
temper and difpofition, they durft {carce | 
ever. look into the Book of Nature, and 
fearching therein for the Truth of natu-| 
ral’/Things , curioufly examine and en- 
quire , whether, -whae they had them- 
felves experimented, did pun‘tually agree 
with what thofe learned men had before! 
defcribed; but like a poor flock of Goats, - 
they unwifely, if not madly followe : 


~themas Guides, blindly retaining all the, 
paits of Phyfick, and elpecially Anatomy, 
yuft as they found it: whence through the | 
fault of the Tranflators, or perhaps of the 
Originals themfelves, they ran intomany _ 
Errors. Notwithflanding from ie 
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yfimall and dusky Lights of Philofophy 
they contracted fo much Spirit, . chat they 
dared ever in matters of very great im- 
port to front both the Grecian Matters; 
on onc fide, to fay nothing of other mat- 
ters, reftraining ufe of Phlebotomy, 
and on the other as much enlarging it. by 
letting even Children blood, little or no- 
thing regarding that Galen and Hippocra- 
tes had maniteitly taught the, contrary; 
againft whofe Sentiments. alfo they ufed 
Purgations, where there were no Inflam- 
mations, the.Humors.in the Diftempers 
being yet crude.. Befides this,they made 
lle of Seva, Caffia, Manna, Tamarinds, 
» Rheubarb, and other new. Drugsnot here- 
_ tofore known tothe Ancients. They. in- 
—yented new ways of compounding Me- 
-dicines, and having, L. know not whether 

from Egypt, or denise gotten fome Vo- 
lumes of the moft ancient Chimiftry, en- 
deavouring.according to their ability;.to 
--Teffore it, they enriched: the Shops with 
_ Many ftrangeand.unufual Compofitions; 
Lire i Art 


fome of. them al‘o with tl : 
gettained to philofophize about the things 
" 8ppertaining to Phyfick. Whence their 
|) Prince Avicen departed fo far from the 
| fleps of Galen, asoccafioned Pietro Meffia 
(not without. reafon) tofay; That the 
i" Prattife 


- Prattife and manner of curing ufedby Avi- : 
cen, « fo far diferent from that of Galen, 
_ and the Ancients, that it feems quite anv- | 
therthing. Oe as 
_ > But the Arabians notcontent to have | 
deviated from the path, kept by the Gre | 
cian Mafters, often alfo-aflaulted Galen 
with the fame Weapons of Reproaches. 
and Contumelies, as himfelf had former-' 
ly ufed to vilifieand difgrace the moft an- 
_ cient Phyficians.And amongft the reft_4vz- 
cenin Terms certainly villanous, and bar- 
barous, faies, That the difcourfe of Gazen 
is ‘contrary. to that of Hippocrates, and’ 
that it’ is full-of infinice Errors, and im- 
_puderit’ Lyes ;-and that he caft his Eyes! 
only on, ‘the Branches and Sprigs, never 
rying into the Roots of Sciences; that 
ehad litle or no Wit, or Sagacity in 
any thing ; and that profeffing imfelf a 
Philofopher, he neverthelets ufed childith 
and yulgar Reafons. Whereupon that 
famous Galenif Vallefius eXclaims thus; 
- &vicen in many things on purpofe differs 
from Galen, contraditting him arrogantly, 
not only in contemplative, but prattical Opi 
€20NS 0 . 
‘ After him followed Averroes, who not 
only blames, and vituperates Gade, but 
allo feyerely reproves his own Country-, 
man. 
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man Avicen, exceedingly wondring at 
his having taken for his Guide a Grecian 


Babler, who was not ot parts fufficienty — 


ever tO arrive at the Knowledge of Na- | 
- tural things. Whereuntohe adds, That 

Galen was fo weak and unskilful a Lo- | 
gician,’ chat Syllogifms framed ‘by kim , 
Were often found falfe in their principles, 
and faulty in their figures, and that his 
difcourfe was :like to the idle Talk and 
Quibbles of Buffoons and Jefters. Nor 
were the Arabians lels contentious, and 
divided among themfelves, than the 
Greeks had formerly been, altho’ they did 
not after the manner of thofe, feparace 
themfelves into parties, as may be eafily 
difcerned in the Works of Rhajis, Avicen, 
Averroes, and other their Writers. And 
thus they went continually on, philofo- 


- phizing, and advancing in their Studics, 


when by the command of the Caliph, and 
other Mahometan Princes, their Schools 
were all fhut up, and good Learning pro- 
hibited; and this by reafon of the barbarous 
Government, they having long obferved, 
that the Sciences, efpecialfy Philofophy, 


opening the Eyes of the peoples Mind, . — 


_ made them eafily perceive the ridiculous 
Forgeries, and childifh Simplicities of the 
Alcoran: Wherefore with Philcfophy, 
. Cea < vaae = 
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_ Phyfick alfo decayed in an inflant among _ 
the Arabians, and all Literature gave up 
the Ghoft.. But before this came to pafs, 
by the means and diligence of the Em- 
peror Chardesthe Great, the Arabian Au- 
thors together with thofe few Greeks, 
which were then publithed in Arabick , 
were Tranflated into Lativ, howeverbar- 
barous and unpolifh’d, fuch as was ufed 
in thofe moftunhappy times. And thus 
- in afflifted and defolate Italy began the in- - 
terrupted, and decayed Studies of Phyfick 
torifeup again... Bur how violently then 
of a fudden the Contefts and Difputes- of 
the Italian Wits were awakened, he that 
is defirousto know, may read in Péetroa’ 
Albano, Gentile da Foligno, Taddeo, and 
Nicolo Fiorentini, Dino, and Tomajo dal 
Garbo , Giacomo da Forli, Ugoda Siena, — 
- Giacomo delle Parti, and may other Wri- 
ters. a4 
But afterwards the purity and elegancy 
of the Latzn Tongue being in more quiet 
times arrived at firft in our moft delight- 
ful €oeuntrey of Italy, and then in tke | 
other provinces of Eurote, and the m«l- 
lifluous Greek Language coming about 
the fame time from Greece, then for the 
‘ moft part fubjugated and harraffed by the 
Ottoman Princes , Phyficians oe by 
| ittle 


a z 
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Tittle and little t6 read thie Greek ‘Author’ 
in their primitive Idiom, faithfully’ tran- - 
{lating them from their Original into Las 

ti. And then more fiercely than ever 
{prang up the Contefts. of Phyficians; 


~ Which erew exceeding hot between thole, 


who on the one fide would follow “their 
Galen and Hippocrates, and others, who 
on the contrary in defence of the Arati- 


_ ams vigoroufly oppofed the Grecian Au- 


thors. And becanfe there are yer to be 
found in the hands of the Curidus for 
of their detraéting - Writings, T° hay 
thought it foe aie out of one of thém, 
Intituled,Nobilis Socii Sadodienfis precertatia 
pro Arabum, & proborum medicorup tutela, 


_ as briefly as Imay, and by way of Abride~ 
fome things, which may 


mento rehearte 


be 


— ferve asa Sample ofthe reft. 


; 


& 
. 


This Treat‘!=, altho’ ic undertakes the 
defence of the Barbarian Phyficians, yer: 
2ppears not in-the leaft to be barbaroufly 
Written; and the Authorthereof feemsto 
mctobean able, man, and-very' well feex’ 


in the Dodtrinss of Gan and’ Fippocrate:, 


wheteof joyning together many Sehten- 


ces, he with exquifite artifice frameslong, 


and well-ordered difcourfes. He begins 
ingenuonfly, and with amind free from 
paifion, induced, ashe faies, by the love 

| Ea of 
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of Truth :alone to contend with certain © 
Phyficians of his own Time, who, either 
to fhew themfelves skill’d in the Learning 
of the Greeks, or through the over-much 
affe&tion they bare the Grecian Authors, 
or tolet others fee, that they walked not 
in the common Road, made it their pro- | 
fettion to oppofe, as the Proverb has it, 
the Pandeéts, and vilifying, and contume- 
lioufly treating the Arabian Phyficians, © 
endeavoured on the contrary with the 
higheft praifes to extol the Grecians unto 
Heaven. And it feems, that their firft 
Motiverhereunto, was only the fecret ill 
Will, Anger, and Spight, which they 
bore towards moft barbarous and foreign 
Nations; which they fo far improved , 
that:contrary to the exprefs Laws of 
good Manners, and the precepts of their | 
own Matter. Hippocrates, they impudent- — 
ly belched forth againft them the greateft 
Villanies, that the Malice of fuch filly © 
-Wretchescould invent, callingthem now — 
Cheats, anon Shallow-pates, and often | 
branding them with like Imputations. | 
Having prefaced in this manner, he pro- 
ceeds to His difcourfe, what is by thefe | 
men in behalf-of the Greeks objected 
againft the Arabian Phyficians: viz. That — 
the clear and oyerfowing Fountain of | 

: | Phyfick | 
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Phyfick was at ‘firft preferved pure and ° 
Without mixture by its Authors, but fal- 
~ ling afterwards into the hands of thefe, 
foon became troubled and muddy; and . 
that thofe were the true Mafters and In- 
ventors of that-Art, and thefe Barbarian 
Caitiffs only Tranflators, who without 
taking any pains, vainly boafted of other 
mens Works, as if they were their own. ~ 
Then going on, he faith, That they ac- 
culed the Arabians, for that'in tranflating 
the Greeks from their Originals, not well 
ae their Sentiments , they 
filled their Writings with Confufion and 

ontention; and in Conclufion, ‘he adds, 
That the Cenfirrers of his time, profecur- 
Ing the Followers of the Arabians, as — 
ftanding upon moft weak and unture 
Foundations, or being only covetous af- 
ter mony, accufed them for inventing {fe 
many, tho’ rich and coftly Syrups. 
- ~ But the aforefaid Author, defirous by 
4 ftti@ Examination of them, to retel 
thefe Accufations, brought againft the 
Arabians, firft explains the meaning of, 
that Saying, to wit, That the Greeks were 
indeed the Mafters, and the Arabians no 
more but Scholars, and ‘Tranflators in 
phyfick. Hereby, faith he,-they either 
mean, thattheGreeks were of all Nations 
Ey the 
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the firft Inventors. thereof, andthe Ara: 
biaws Only Builders‘upon the .old foun- 
dation, which, as he tells us, needs far- 

_ ther Confirmation ‘before. it.be granted , 
‘fince he manifeftly proves bythe Autho, 
rity, both: of the Cee ASUS and: | 
of the Latin; Writers, That they, to wit; — 
the Greeks, firft learn’d it fromthe Z.gypti-. 
ans, or fome other people; or, elle their. 
opinionis, . That the Greeks by putting che | 
Jaft hand to it, brought it'toftich adegree, | 
of perfection, thar-icis impoflible to ad- 
vance it any higher, And. this faid, he 
fell asain anew to diftinguifhing, telling . 
us, That hereby they intended:, cithe® 
that by every one of the Greeks, .phyfick 

— was railed ‘tothe umoft height-whereung 

‘toit poflibly could arrives or that: ghey, 
hadall of chem contributed their afliftance 
thereunto; or that fome one amongft. — 
fo many Mafters had performed.this. Ex. 
ploic. The firft he avers to be manifeft- 

“dy falfe, and to.have becn in many pha-. 
c-s conleSa-fo ro be by theit Prince Galen 
himfelf. The fecond, he faies, can never 

be granted tobe true, by many and. evi-. 
dent reafons demonftrating, it to be moft 
fale, which, were it otherwife, yet Would 
it be exceeding difficult, nay eyen impol- 

. fible ever . to. learn ftom the Grecian 

: | | * Mafters 
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shee (73) : 
Matters the moftconfuled: Art of Phyficks 
_ there being fo many Volumes differently 
_ Written by them, that a man cannot run 


them over with his Eye, much lefs atten- 


tively Qudy them, tho’ he fhould employ 
therein every day of hislife. It remains 
then tofay, That-one alone amongft fo 


_. Many Greeks has brought Medicine to its 


chiefeft Splendor, and forafmuch as we 

| are aflured. by the Authority of Galen, 
_ thatall others before him were often en- 
tangled and mifled: and therefore, as be- 
ing imperfect, and without much Know- 
ledg, not greatly to be regarded. This 
molt magnificent Honour and dignity 

| Mmuft-be attributed therefore to the moft 


profound and more than. human Wit of - 


Claudius Galenus of Pergamus, efteemed 
commonly the chief amongft all theGre- 
cian Mafters ; and that, not only by the 
Univerfal Confent of his Partizans, but 
alfoin his own proper. Judgment, which 

© was not afhamed in many places vain- 
§:0noufly toafirm. Here our Cenfurer, 
Oling his patience, makes his Avicen brisk- 
ly enter the Lifts again{t Galen. He_in- 
troduces the Greek, expofing bis reafons, 
and declaring his honourable Quality, and 
this he does in Ga/ens own Words, col- 


_ letted and tack’d a out of bis own — 


E4 Writings, 


~~ 


x 


mater, he will plainly 


ee a 
Writings, in which he extremely glories 
of his Birth, Education, Studies, extraor- 
‘dinary progrefs in the Evcyclopaideia of 


allSciences, and divine Knowledg in phy- 


fick, relating in fine; what he with Gre- — 
cian, and infinite Brags, vauntingly tells — 


us of hisown Qualifications. On the con- 


trary with fimple, modeft, and humble ~ 


words he declaresthe Life, Manners, and 


Studies of his Avicen: and as he makes 


the Arabian far exceed the Greek in Birth, 


_and good Qualities,fo notatthe firft glance 


alone, but by gote. farther into the 

et us fee, which 
here he begins frilly to fiftand examine 
Galens Works: And altho’ he tells us, 
That he will elfewhere clearly and di- 
ftin@ly difcover his Errors and Impo- 
fiures, promifing to colle& them into one 


entire Volume, yet fince he judges it ne- - 


ceffary to his prefent purpofe, he proceeds 
togive an account of fome of the grcareft 
and moft con{picuous, faying, T hat how- 
ever grofsand alpable they are, yer will 
notthe Galenifls difcern them, when for 


the leaft Straw that lies irr their way, they © 


prefently takefnuff, proudly vilifying and 


‘reproaching poor Avicen. 


He 


of the two excels in Knowledge. And _ 


SE5)) | 
~ He fays then; ‘That:Galen,. however © 
efteemed a moft profound.and acure Phi- 
-lofopher, yet in that part of Philofophy 
‘ which is-defervedly held to be of greateit 
-import, and value, to wit, the Moral, he 
-had-as little Judgment. and Underftand- 
tig) asa Blind:man ‘hasvin Colours; and 
thar'this was:thereafon he folittle practif- 
“ed it. Firft he demontftrates him tohave - 
been moft ‘ungrateful to his parents; and 
not being afhamed tolay open to_ the 
‘whole: World the Faults and evil Qualities 


“of dais: Mother, fayingy That fhe .wasifo > 


‘proud and peevith, that often falling-<into — 
~excefs , fhe ufedunmercifully to outtage 
-her Servants ; and’ that the behaved ‘her 
{elf more trowardly, ° and crofs-grainedly 
‘to her Husband, than ever did<Zantippe 
‘to the moft patient Socrates.. Hereto: he 
‘adds, That he is extremely vain-glorious, 
andan utimeafurable Boafter of his:own 
Excellencies: and this may without any 
other proot be eafily learnt from his wric- 
ings ; be having filled them~ all’ with | 
PrailesandEncomiums of himfclf, And 
indeed, what greater vanity ,-and pre- 
fumption can there be; than t6 affirm, as 
he doth, That none canfully.compre- 
hend the meaning of Hippocrates without 
the afliftance of his-moft profound Cons 
) Sg 5 ae RO 
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ments? and that he alone Had given’ phy- 
fick its ultimate perfection 2:andthat, the 
Gods, as if they wereconcerned, and zea- 
lous for his Honour, bad taught him 
many Medicines, as he brags, when he 
treats of the Nervessof the Lyes, and. of 


the Cure of wounded: Nerves in general:? 


and that: he could:difcourfe:-for a whole 
day onthe moft obfeure and! diffitulrQue- 
ftion, having often done itito his great 
commendation,when taken on a fudden? 


 Butlof what Hondty, Conftancy; or. 


: 


Juftice, can he ever ‘boaft, shaving, as he 
hunfelf tells-usy given a) fick Chik 


aMe- © 


‘diciney which according to-his own Do- | 


ctrine, and Opinion, mutt have undoubt- 
edly kil?d him, as it did? Certainly he 
‘eannot-but be infinitely blamed for:fodo- 
ing by: any one; that has the leaft:{fenife of 
Humanity and:Compatiion. || Nor does it 
any whiravail him to'cover this barbarous 
a@ion with light exenfes;:as that he did 
not herein follow hisown Inclinations,but 
“was forced thereunto by fear; fince: he 
ought,. couragioufly: refitting, and. refii- 
fing foto do, toshave aéted: according ro 
Juice ‘and Reafons =. : ft 
But our Author, baving thus fhewn 


him» tobe blame-worthy for his want of © 


Morality, proceeds toacquaintus withzhis 
cs i Leatn- 
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Learning, faying, That he was as well 

skill’d in Logick, as.aTortcile in flying, 

or a Cow in dancing. For feiting-him- 

_ felf, at his beginning, to divide Words 

. ‘into fignificative, andinfignificative, and 

alledging forthe latter the common, Ex- 
‘ample of Rééri and Syndapfus, be imme- 
diately fubjoyns, that thele are no words... 
And befides this, all Logicians acknow- 
Iedging rationality tobe the ultimate difie- 
rence that conftitutes, man ia his Effence,. 
he-on thecontrary ftifly hulds, that Babes. 
“are noc rational , but in time willbe. . 
which in good earneft isto fay, that they 
are notttue Men, but hereafter willbe fo:: 
which moft notorious Error he fell into;. 

_ “for thar {eeing them prattle confufedly, the: 
Sot had not the Wicto contider, that Ra: _ 
‘tionality did not neceflarily imply. Di- 
courleinatty, butin potentia only, asthe: 

term is. Nay;»what is more, this: great: - 

-™an could not arftive to comprehend, 
That. Rational and Irrational are terms. 
abfolurely concradiQtory; and therefore: 
he foolifhlv:and childifhly affirms, That 
the Brute Beafts, which are all of them: — 
undoubtedly void. of Reafon, are more: | 
ot le(s pattakers: thereof, calling man Ra- 
tional only by way.of Excellenc > OL per 
- Avlexyadar, asihe has it. -Andizom i | 
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he derives another Error, no lefs grofs | 
and inexcufable,nay, perhaps greater than — 
the former: That Affes, altho the dulleft 
and fluggifheft of all Beafts, have yectull — 
and perte&t knowledg of this moft difficult | 
‘Aphorifm of the Phyficians, Contraria — 
-coutrarits curantur. But who, for Gods | 
fake, isthere among the Logicians, which — 
-does not fully approve the faying of Ari- 
fotle, That from Truth folows only Truth; 
whereasfrom Falfiry Truth and Falfity do 
egualiy proceed ? And yer the moft acute 
Galen, manifeftly oppofing it, gives us 
-caufe to believe that he did not fufficient- 
ly underftand it. But what praife did he 
gain by that his moftingenuous Invention 
of the fourth Figure, glorioufly found out — 
by him tothefhame of Arifotde, and-the - 
other Mafler in Logick? Certainly it has | 
by all. Logicians been difapproved, and 
with reafon rejected, as confufed and ua- 
fit for Difputation. 
From thele frivolous Toys of Logick 
~- our Cenfurer proceeds toexamine him in 
matters of greater import, fuch as is Natu- 
ral Philofophy. And he thinks Ga/ex tobe 
in Philofophy more thick 8 muddy than 
puddle-water;and this he manifeftshy ma- 
ny proofs: whereof I fhall rehearfe only a 
few, notto deviate too far from my prin- 


cipal 


€79) | 
cipalintent.. Galen then fays, and con- 
{tantly affirms, that Plants have full and 
intire Senfe, and aninternal principle of 
Motion within themfelves; that Motion 


cannot be comprehended of us by the 


corporal Senfes, but by Reafon only ; that 
Crabs and Beetles have no heads, thofe 
Animals only in his opinion, having an 
Head, which have foft Eyes, and not 
thofe, whofe Eyes are covered with an 
hard and criftalline fhell;and yet thecontra- 
ry is manifeftly feen in Grafhoppers, Lo- 
cufts, and {uch like Creatures. Befides 
this, he fays,. That the Head isnot made 
by the Brain, that in Volatils the Neck 


and Feet are equally diftane from the. 


Heart; thatthe brain in Animals has need 


of fomewhat to move it, which are the 
Feet, and that the Feet on the contrary — 
have need of Senfe, which is given them 
by the brain ; and that the one withour 
the other is of noufe or value; not obfer- 


‘Ving, that Eels, Lampreys, and fuch like 
Pith, altho’ they-have no Feet, have yet 
_ Drains. . And here the wary Champion 


of the Arabians. opportuncly retorts upon | 


Galen the fame Weapons wherewith the 
POE 


other thought to’ have wounded Avicen: 
And fince, faith he, mention begins to be 


made of the Brain, befere we leave that dif- 


courfe, 


. CGO) 
courfe,we (ball add, that Galen (in the fame | 
manner as theyreproach’d Avicen). wanted © 
Brains himfelf. But how expert Galen — 
was in Philofophy, any one may eafily 
difcern from hisdifeourfe concerning Hair; | 
he obferving, ‘that the Hairs of the Eye- 
lids and Eye-brows are’ always at a flay, 
anddo not encreafe arid grow, as do thofe. 
of the Head, and other parts of the Body, 
and willing to give a reafon thereof, faies, 
“That, as it happens in dry ‘and barren 
grounds: that the Grafs does not stow for 
awant of fufficient Moifture, fo-the Hairs'of | 
‘the Eye-lids atid Eye-brows by reafon:of 
_thelittle or no Nourifhment, which:they 
draw fromthe other. parts, cannot come 
toany great lensth.. ° Now who in'God’s — 
. Name, does not ‘{ee, that, if this-were the 
-‘caule thereof, ‘the Hairs of the Head. muft 
_. ‘muchlefsiticreafeand grow, as being root- 
\edsin an harder and drier skin, than ‘that 
~of the Eye-lids> And it appears to our | 


ee 


Author, that‘the nourifhment of-thefe: 
Hairs’ infenfiblyexbales. and “evaporates 
‘through the exceeding ‘{mall Pores‘of the 
Eyes. Themoft tharp-fighted Galen like- | 
wife faies, That’ provident Nature has 
siven us Hair for an Ornament to our. 
Body : But if it were fo, to what purpofe | 
.’ do they grow in thofe. parts, which Mo- 
= eo fo bee 
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defty obliges us net to name? Befides that 


ture would greatly have injured Wo- 


men by depriving them in fome parts 
thereof. - Andin fine,’ Galen, contrary to 
athe Opinion: of all Philofophers, holds, 

That Hame, befidesits natural Motion, . 
“which isalways upwafds, hasalfo another 


Which makes it fometimes enclinedown= 
-wards ; not: confidering, that Flame ne- 
ver bas any fuch Motion, but: when it is. 
forced and conftrained theretoby Art. : 


— ~0 Nor:does: the Cenfurer of Gakn flop 


here, but paffing on, examins his Do- 


 Gtines where-it lems: of greareft weight, 


Le 


OO 
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that is, ini things appertaining to Phyfick. — 
And. here he teres That altho? Galen 
ferioufly employed all his Induftry and 
Wit therein, yet he penetrated: fo little in- 
tovitj:and. ‘committed . fo. many: Exrors 
therein, that it would-be impoffible to 
teckonthem up diflin@ly. And ferting 
afide how much his ill Nature obliged 

Im to leave no way untried, that he 
Might: obfeure the Fame of the: Great 
Elippoti-ates, fayine 5 Thar le oblfetved 


Rot the fiens of the Pullesy nor made any 


Mention of many Feavours, with. other 
like -frivolousand vain Qbjetions, whete- 
with he does not io much, as inthe katt; 


fale his:skin, altho’ he thought to. bave 


) . 4 grie- 


(82) 
grievonfly wounded him’; ‘that which 
-feems to be moft important; is, thar fet- 
ting himfelf defignedly to comment on 
the Writings of Hippocrates, he feems in. 
many places not to.underftand them, often 
_and in many places entangling himlelf, as_ 
the Cenfurer diftin@ly thews, tho’ I): nor 
to be over-tedious, pafs them over. He 
fometimes refutes the Difcourfe of Hippo- 


crates, but afterwards giving himfelf the’ 


Ly, elfewhere commends it, thus mani- 


feftly fhewing his little Firmnefs and Con- 


-ftancy. 


He brags moreover, That he had given 


certain and {ure prefages forthe Knowled 

of all Difeafes: but if others will, yet his 
moft cautious Reprover will not in the 
leaftbelieve him: herein. For from: thofe 
few Cures, which, that his Fame might 
thereby live for ever,be relates himfelf to- 
have performed, it ismanifeftly feen, that 


he never aim’d aright, but was rather 


stcatly miftaken in theKnowledg of the 
Diftempers, and their Caufes: as in that 
of the Wife of Betws, and ofthe Youth, 
to whom, contrary to the advice of Hip- 
pocrates, he foolifthly gave Meat in the 
Augmentation of his Feavor, to the Pa- 
tients mortal danger. But peradventure 
he fhewed himfelf more filly, and mad; 
man- 


) 
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‘man-like, when to regulate the Cure of 
certain Difeafes, he foolifhlv fought after 
the Interpretation of idle Dreams. But 
above all his other Follies thar feems the 
‘greateft, which he committed in Curing 
‘the Wife of Betws; and it isa wonder, 
‘that he met not with that Eternal difgrace 
and Reproach, which he but too much 
deferved for having fhewn himfelf fo 
‘childifh and ignorant, running perhaps 
Into as many Errors , as he diviled Me- 
dicines. is. | 
And finally this fage Writer concludes 
-againft Galen, That if the great Number 
of his Volumes were fifted, there would 
In this yaft Bulk befound more Bran than 
Flower ; all that he writes, being paltry 
| Stuff, and idle Prattle, full of vain and 
: igh Boaftings, often intermix’d with di- 
‘Steffions and Tales, void both of Wit and 
Senfe ; and that they are in fine a confu- 
fed Mifcellany of unwatrantable Do- — 
| tines , wherein, he often enougl® re- 
Pcats over the fame thing, altho’ he open- 
ly protefts, that he would never do it. I 
Pals over many other, even infinite Er- 
Tors, whereof Galen is found guilty -b 
is fubtil Accufer; becaufe I think-enoug 
as been {aid to make it eafily compre- 
ehded what, and how great — ig 
— Con. 
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Contefts between the Followers of the 4 
rabians, and thole of the Greeks. 


But whilft the Difputesof the Phyfici-}- 


ans were. ptofecuted with the greateft 
heat, on.a fudden rofe up the moft inge- 
nious Theophrafus Paracelfus, who, xe- 
newing the moftancient Method of Phi- 
lofophy, which had for a long time been 


laid afide, began attentively to read the - 


great Book of Nature, that he might 
therein learn the reafon.of Natural Eve- 
nements. He, intermixing Chimiftry, 
wherein he was very skilful, with Phy- 
fick, and therewith, as with an uleful 
and fit Inftrument, fearching into the 
choiceft of Natures Secrets, very fuccefs- 
fully undertook to cure the moft defpe- 


' gate Difeafes with Remedies which hehad: 
found out by his Knowledg in this Art. | 


It cannot eafily be believed, to what an 
height within, a.certain {pace of time his: 
new Sectarrived, either through the new 
andgmoft curious way opened by him to” 


uue Philofophy, or through the agree- | 


ablePleafantnels and Efficacy of his power- 
ful Medicines, or through 2 happy fuc- 
‘eels.in Difeafes till that time thought: in- 
curable. . And the Fame of hisskill being 
pow generally {pread over Germany, 


_ France, and other Provinces of the Chti- 


{tian 


\ 


| 


? 
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| ftian Werld, his Do&trines were fervent 
ly embraced by men well verled in Scien- 
}-ces.’ And withourdoubt the advance of 
| hisGlory would have been greater, had 
he:not purpofely wrapt up.and concealed 
his Doétrine in ob{cure Alnigmes, and 
ambiguous Allegorics ufual with Chimi- 
cal Authers. What and how great were 
-aiterwards the Contefts. and Debates, as 
between,- thole that. were only Galenifis 
and only, Paracedfans, fo- bevwecn | tholé 
who may becalled Paracel/o-Galenifs,and 
Galeno-Chimigs ; is peradventure fo well 
‘nown to every one, that 1 may well for- 
beat to fay any. thing thereof. And tho’ 
the.Galenifs had enough to dowith theit 
extern tnemi¢s, yet were they not, as 
the Books of that Age teftifie, very well 
United, but oftentimes turned their Ani- - 
_Mofitics upon themlelves, biting and tear- 
tag. one. another, like fo many mad 
|) But whilft Panacelfes happily introdu- - 
eed vital Anatomy both into Philofophy- 
_and Phyfick ; the Anatomy alfo of Ani- 
mals was again. brought to: light out of 
the Ruines.of Oblivion, wherein it had _ 
for a long time Jain wholly buried. And 
the firft Reftorer thereof was AndreasVe/~ 
. falins of Bruxeils, a man. certainly worthy 
* 3 . of 
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of Immortal Fame. He, queftionlefs a_ 
greater Anatomift than Herophilus, having | 
accuftomed himfelf from a Child to dif- 
fe& Rats, and other {mall Creatures, be- 
ing come to years of more maturity, by 
degrees fearch’d into the feveral parts of 
human Bodies, and relying upon no other 
Teftimony, but what was given him by 
+his own Eyes, and his own Hands, clearly’ 
manifefted to every one, in what great 
Errors the ancient Anatomifts had lived, 
and above all, Galen, whom he taxes 
with an hundred and an hundred Faults. 
It isftrange and wonderful to hear, how 
unmeatfurably he was therefore per ecuted | 
and onniget by the Phyficians, his Con- 
temporaries; and how the Difputes in 
Phyfick thereby more and mote increafed, 
there being fome, who would right or 
wrong defend and maintain the moft evi- 
dent Faults‘of their Mafter Galen, nov at 
_ all regarding, that they thereby thwarted 
and went againft his firft and principal 
Sentiment, who rather chofe to incur che 
danger of Erring with his own Senfes,, 
than blindly togive creditto what he ha 
found related concerning human Bodies 
by theancient Anatomifts, whom he fome- | 
times, tho’ wrongfully, blames for their 
' Obfetvations about the Entrals of men, 


because | 
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ere 
becaute hehad feen it otherwife inthofe of — 
Monkies. BS ete 
-Butamongft the fierce and implacable 
enemies of Veffalius, thatfamous Parifan - 
Phyfician. Facobus Silviws would needs fig- - 
nalize himfelf,and defiroustocontend Bas : 
him, violently aflaults him, changing ‘his 
name Vefadius intoV efanus,that is,mad fti- 
ling his book.a moft unworthy, villanous 
andperplex’d Mifcellany of Errors,and an 
abominable Dream of filthy and wicked 
InftruGtions. Thenturning to theReaders, 
he with Prayers and Proteftations exhorts 
and conjures them furioufly to tear it in 
| pieces, and burn it. He. befeeches alfo 
the Emperor then being, feverely to pu- | 
-nifh the Author, whom he terms a © 
Monfter of Folly and Ingratitude, an 
_ Exemplar of Infolence and Villany, bafe- | 
ly born, and worfe educated in hisCourt, 
-faying, It would be a deed of Charity, if 
he totally made himaway, and {trangled 
him, that he might not with his poifon- 
ous and peftilential Breath to ‘infect and 
corrupt the Remainder of Erote. Now 
| what more, I pray, could he have .done, 
had poor Veffahus been guilty of High- 
| Treafon not only agaist Monficut Galen, 
buteven againft Ce/ar himfelf ; cr if he 
had betrayed and fold Buda, or Alba ze 
: Zals 
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“galis to the Turks 5 or if his Wricings had 
been like to thofe of Philip Melantthon 
-and impious Luther 2 yet {o far did the 
Calumnies and Diffamations of the envi- 
. Ous Sifvius , and other rafeally Galenijts 
prevail with the Emperor, who was inall 
things elfé a moft juft Prince, that in fine 
Veffalius unfortunately loft his Fayour; 


and was banifh’d the Court. Thus was 


— that Saying verified , which Dioclefan, 
not yet advanced to the Purple, often had 
in his mouth; Sepe bonus, fepe cautus 
decipitur Imperator* Not long after it 
appeared, that the Frowardnefs and Spire 


“of Silvins pafled into Andreas Laurentius, 


which made -him thus alfo break out 
againft the innocent Veffalus; Againf this 
man lerus.as they fay, put on the Lyows, skin; 
and tame all thofe monkers, which he has 
brought forth out of a Spirit of Contradittin 


on, fo let him undergo the due reward of — 


bis Arrogancy and Ingratitude. againf his 


Majer Galen. . And perhaps that our. 


Reader of Phyfick , who put into his 


printed Conclufions thefe moft elegane 
words, ‘Ihe Circulation of the Blood, tox 
gether with Uatvey the Author, we utterly 
“rejett and éxplode ; would, if it had been 
, in hispower, have done as much for the 
great Harvey with the King and Parlia< 
mentof England. ae 


xy 
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But other learned men little or nothing 
regarding the difgrace befaln Veffakus ; 
but rather as is ufual with all great an 


| 


enerous Souls, in whom. it is always - 


een, that | 
Difficulty whets defire.- 


being rendred more couragious and eager 
|by che oppofition, fet them:‘elves with their 


utmoft endeavour to follow. the fame 


Track, {uch aswere Fehx Platerus.Gafper 
 Baubinus, Gabriel Fallopins, Volcherus. Coi- 
ter, Realdus Colambus, Fabritins de Aqua 
Pendente, Adrianus Spigelins, and many 
other moft skilful and induftrious: Ana- 
tomifts, who feemed to have arrived to 


the higheft pitch of that Art, nothing - | 


“remaining for a farther fearch. When 
behold Gafper Ajellins and William Har- 
vey (who by the univerfal Confent of all 


learned men is reckoned amongft the 


greateft, and moft expert Anatomilts ‘of 
our, -or former Ages) publifhed their new 
gas elorieus Inventions, being followed’ 
“by the. nobleft Company .of Phyficians 


that ever were inthe World, of whom: 


I muftnot omitthe moft famous, as fo- 
annes Heurnius, Giovanni Picchetti, Thomas 
Wharton , Ludovicus Bilfiw, Nathanael 
| 2S ageiee _ Beigh- 
it) ; 
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Heighmore, Francis Glifon, Thomas Bar? | 
tholinus, Regnerus Graaf, Carlo Fraeafja- 
ti,. Richard Lower, Lorenzo Bellini, and 
many others, whom for brevity fake I 
pafs over, all worthy of immortal praife 
and Renown. Yet muft! not but make 
mention of the moft ingenious Marcellus 
Malpighius, | 


The chiefef glory of Felinian ftreams 
who thirfting after Honour, does (6 accu- 


rately practife Anatomy in Plants, that) 
nothing more can be defired in that Art. 


And in my opinion, itmay freely be con-) 


feffed, that within the narrow compafs of 
a few years there have been more Won-! 
ders difcovered in the bodies of Animals, 
than were formerly known in the long}. 
courfe of five and thirty Ages: without, 
my taking the boldnefs to fay, That the’ 
finding out alone of the Circulation of the’ 
Blood, firft difcovered in this our Italy, 
which has always ( O great Infelicity “of 
- Outs ) : ‘ 


Fruitful in bringing forth, in cherifhing 
ungrateful —— | 


of her Children , and afterwards fully : 
ae : eftablithed ) 


a eee: 
eftablithed and divulged in England,. far 
exceeds the Invention of all Antiquity 
put together. Buc of the Quelieas 5 
Quarrels, Contentions, Debates, Difputes, 
and Skirmifhes, that did thereupon arife 


amongft Phyficians, I do at. prefent for~ 


bear any mention; becaulelwell know, 
we do fill with our Eyes behold them. 
And perhaps itis manifeft to every one, 
how that Primerofe, Parifani, and Riola- 
wus Junior ( who was inall things elfe.an 
acute Anatomift}) .pertinacioufly. main-, 


taining the Non-circulation of the Blood,. 


being {coff'd at, and baffled by the moft. 
famous Scholars of Europe, were forced’ 


at laft fhamefully to-recant- their Follies ; 


and that Vopifcus Fortunatus Pempliushay- 
ing firft briskly oppofed the Circulation, 
of the Blood, being afterwards convinced. 
and refuted by the Great Renatus des Car. 


tes, and Fohu Wallis more accurately pub- 
lifhing his W orks anew,he finally fang this 


famous Palinody ; At fir the Invention 
pleafed me not, as.by my Difcourfes .and- 
Writings Ihave publickly teftified: But the. 
more I laboured to refute and condemn it,the . 
more Icondemn, and refute my felf; his. 


reafons being not only fo per fitaliees but conta 


pudfve. Tknow very well, thatthere are __ 
_atthis day fome, who, confidering, the — 


reproach and difhenour as befel. Prime. . 


role 


/ 
Z 
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#ofe- and. Parifani, and {eeing all thofe 
learned men, which either publifh Books 
im Print, or with efteem read Lectures in 
their Univerfities, unanimoufly doadmic 
ef thefe Modern Difcoveries,and therefore 
mot daring in’ the prefence of Scholars to 
eontradiét any of them, do yet amongit 
thofe, who are: wholly ignorant of Ana- 
tomy, covertly mutter and murmure, im=_ 
spudently prefuming to fay, That fo ma-_ 
ny different things cannot. any way be in 
ehe bodies of Animals; that, if they were 
there, their Galen was not fo fimple or. 
foolifh , bur that he, long before chefe 
Modern Inventors appeared in the World, 
would diftin@ly have difcerned and de-. 
{cribed them: forafmuch’as being moft: 
_ accurate and ingenious; and haying given: 
all Phyfick its Jaft and perfeér Comple-, 
ment, itis not credible, that he should in: 
thisalone have fogrofsly erred: wherefore 
itisnot neceflarv for usto beat our Brains. 
about thefe'new: Inventions in Medicine, 
‘feeing we ought to rely upon hiskabours, , 
and & tisfie our felyes: with :a° full: unders: 
flanding of his Sentiments, Reafonsjand:. 
Oracles, fo they call his moft Witlels and 
vain Expreffions. And in fine they con-- 
clude, “hat we ought blindfoldly to: bes” 
lieve Galen, and’ fome other ancient Aus. 
thors, even tho’ our Senfes {ometimes. op- 
ms ? “ po. Cy Z 


| (oe) 
pole, thatthe are often wontto deceive ns, 
which thofe men will nordo, who, having - 
fpent their whole life in Study and Experi= 
ence, haveallalong been by every one reput- 
ed asthe Gods of Phyficks. - ; tise 
: /Burfor my part, 1d thal) nor, toconvince 


and undeceive them, ‘givemy felf the trouble 


manifefily to fhew thena (as could welldo ) 
that do give more credit to authority 82 rea- 


- fons, than toour Senfes, is the moft:foolifh. 


Obdftinacy that could ever fall into rhemind 
of man: forafmuchas I imagine thatto gep 
clear of fuch Straits, they would reject the 


— eleareft Demonfirations of the Modern Phi- 


lofophers.. I. fhall therefore only briefly lec 
them know, how little they underftand the. 


_ very Sentiments cf their Mafters. And per- 


haps they never much regarded that moft 


- true Saying of their own Arifforles; That we 
ought to give credit to Reafon, if the things of 


ae 


Reafon agree with Experience: Nor yet that 


other Saying of the fame Author ; That te 


forfake the Guidance of our Senfes, to be blind- 
Ly led by Reafon, is a great Argument of the 
weaknefs of our Wit. And was not Galen 
alfo of the fame mind > See here his own 


Words; 44 thofe are rather to be efeemed 


foolift, than wife, who-being able fully to com- 


prebend, and perceive things by their Senfes , 


' will yet avow, that we cannot learn but by De- 


monftrations alone.. And in another place 
2. eis 


oC 
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thetame Author faith; The Dottrine of thofe 
that rely upon the Sayings of others, is tyran- 
nical, and full of Confufion and Debates. And 
in Gods Name let therm read alfo the fame 

- Sentiment in their Avicen; and if they be 
not yet fatisfied, let them-go, and learn of 
tlic Prince of Divines, Foannes Scotus, where 

- he faith, Tharall thofe who will not credit 

. their Senfes, juftly deferveto beburnt. And 
det them know farther, that whoever. has 
the leaft fpark of Reafon, of what Sect fo- 

‘ ever he be, muft needs fay, as doth that great 
Light of Galenical and Hippocratical Phyfick, 

- Necolaus Leonicenus; We ought not fo far to 
foregoe our ph dr vee as always to follow 
the foot-teps of others, and to be certain our 
felves of nothing : For this would be to fee with - 
other mens Byes, to hear with other mens Ears, 
dnd fell with other mens Nofes, and to under= 
Gand with other mens Intelhgence, and to be- 

heve or felves no other than meer fones, to 

commit all things to the affertions of others,and 
voatto believe our felves able to make any trie 
dafeuffimin doubtful matters ) 

_« And ancther of Galens Followersexceed-» 
ingly condemning this{ame pertinacy,relates 
avery pleafantadventure, to wit, Phat a cer- 
tain publick Reader, long time verfed, and . 
grown old in the Books. of Arifur/e, being 
one day by chance prefent atan Anatomy, 

and cleatly feeing, that the Vewa cava takes: - 

| | os its - 
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its Original from the innumerable Threds ot 
Roots which are in the Liver, full of wonder 
and attonifhment, | | 
As one that never beheld a thing incredible. 
confefsd indeed, by what his Senfes fhewed 
him, the Vena cava muft defcend from the 
Liver; but that he ought not therefore by 
crediting his Senfes to contradi& his-Mafter. — 
Arifotle, whoconiantly affirms, alithe veins. 
in mans body to have their beginning from. 
the Heart; becanfe, faid he, it is much moré: 
eafie for our Senfesto be fometimes deceivedy. 
than for the Great and Soveraign. Arifiatle:. 
éyer to have faln into any Error. And {o: 
much Power had his Obftinacy over him; 
that being inthe company of certain learned. 
men, fhewn by one of them a little. Suet'a+ 
_ bout the Heart, which melred by_ the: faine: 
heat of a Candle, to defend his Arifotles. Bye 
whom this is denied, he durft to fay. ,. chat: 
what he faw, wasnot Far, SA 
~ And certainly pleafant enough is: that als- 
{o which is related by the moft famous Re-- 
di, thatone, who was deeply read‘ inthe 
Writings of the ‘Peripateticks , becaule: he: 
would not be compell’d to confefs, that the> 
Stars, and orher-new things difcovered ia the- 
Fleavens by the great Gao, were trite; re+- 
fufed the affiftance of the‘T elefcope;and: that: 
another, yet more obflinate, would notcoa- - 
defcend‘ to: feé-hint optn’one-of: thofe: Nrle- 


a 
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Frogs, which in Summer are feen im the 
dutiy High-ways, tor fear of being obliged 
to confels, that they are not engendred in 
the inftant of the Drops being incorporated. 
with the Duff. But where fhall Ihave roora 
to relate the Difputes and Contefts which 
_ grew upin Rome about the Medicinal Da- 
ctrine. of that tamous Phytfician Profper 
Martianus? Who being endued with un- 
common Learning, and prudent Sagacity, 
and glorioufly employing the urmoft of [1s 

bility aud Induftry in fearching into. the 
DoGtrine of Hippocrates, manifelily thews, 
‘that Gala oftentimes. either did not,. or 
would not comprehend.the true Sentiments | 
of that venerable old mas.And Petro: Cafed- 
Zi, avouching the fame thing,tells us befides, 
That Galew took the fame courfe in explain= 
ing the moft learned Opinions ofthe divine 
Plato: Galen e:ther under ftood not or would not: 
underffand Hippocrates or Plato, to give the 
greater efeem to his own writings. Then he: 
defends the moft wile Old Man from his 
Reproofs and Tannts, efpecially about the. 
Caufes of Feavers, conftantly affirming, not 
only that Hippocrates never prefcribed: the 
letting of Blood in Feavers,.bue where the 
exceflive internal Inflammation required it, 
as was allo before him fully oblerved by Hie- 
ronyinus Cardanus ; bat farthemere aflerting, 
That according to the Dottrine of Hippo- 
sa) | aes erates, 
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erates, a Fcaver is one of thofe Diftempers, 
which in nowifeadmits of Phieberomy.T hele 
and other good and found Doétrines the 
learned Martianus wifely manifefting revived 
‘with them the decayed, and almoft extin= 
guifh'd Sect of his dear Hippocrates. 
But [know not hew I have hitherto fors . 
bore to mention One, who, althoa woman, 
deferves. yet to be reckoned amonegft the 
greate{t Scholass, | mean the Lady Dunn O- 
iva Sabuco, eee 
She childifh fports, and Female Exereife 
.Ev’n from her tender years did fill defyife 
To pin, or ta the Need#e fet her hand, —~ 
» Of mafeuline learning budious, fhe difdaind.. 
Now fhe being abundantly furnithed wih 
more than mafculine Wit, and Underfland- 
ing, couragioufly -imployed both her Brains 
and Mind in the Inveitigation of Natural 
things; and advancing in her’ Studies, fhe | 
: fet her wits upon things of greateftule,andto . 
the end Spain, and the whole World might 
receieve fome benefitthereby., fhe wondertul- 
ly gave beginning to. a new and moft inge- 
—nious way efCuring. And writingaLeteer to 
. the moft auguft Monarch. Philip the Second, 
of Eternal and Glorious Memory, fhe-thus 
—difplays her Wit, It is'as plain as the light of 
the Sun, That the ancient Ehyfickwas in an Er~ 
ror, according as it is read aud prattifed in its 
principal Fundamentals; far dee the ae 
2 . Phi- 
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Philofophers and Phyficians neither underford 
er reach’d the true nature upon which Phyfitk® — 
founded, and frowe whence it draws its orminal, 
of which, not only the underpanding Chriftian 
Phyficians may be Fudges, but alfo thofe that 
have any profpett into other Faculties, being 
perfonsof Wit and Fudgment. And a little after, 
He that cannot comprehend or underftand it, 
let him leave it to others that are to come, or 
let him beleve Experience, and not the ancient 
— Payfick, Therefore my Petition is jul, that thefe 
my Followers may be approved for one year,fince 
they have tryed the Rules of Galen and Hip- 
pocrates for thefe21000-years, and’ have fourd’ 
the Effet foinconfiderable, and the Ends fo un-~ 
certain, as is to be feen every day, and was late- 
ly obferv'd in the paft Epidemic Catarrhs,Spot- 
ted Feavers, Small Pox, and Pelilences, and 
imany other Infirmities; in the Cure of which, 
that fort of Phyfick i fo ineffettuat, that fearce 
twoin'a thoufand live out the natural Limits of 
Lfe ;but alldie violent deaths of fomeDifeafe or 
otherwithout any Remedy from ancient Phyfick, 
And itt her Dialogue of TruePhyfick : Tox 
cannot deny(Mr. Dottor) but thatthe Phyfick 
you ufe, is uncertain, various, and: fallacious, 
and that its End and Effetts are falfeand du- 
biows,whereas we fee the ends and effetts of other 
Arts to be certain, and true without variation ; 
as in Arithmetick, Geometry, Mufick, Afro- 
logy, Sc. which bring to-pafsthe end and bene~ 
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» ft whichtheypurpofe. Which end fils, .as you 


_Seein Phyjick, being fo deceitful, uncertain, and 


Fails in its firf grounds and foundations,becaufe 
it produces not fruit conformableto what it pro- 


| various. Whence it muft follow, that this Art 


| poles; fo that when we expett Currans,and deli> 
cious Apples, it brings forth nothing Lut Galls 
and Meddars. thes ; : : 
Anda little further, maintaining the fame 
Opinion, fhe faies; You cannot deny, Mr. Do- 
| Gor, the Inconfiancy of Phyfick, and bow ma 
alterations have been made in it, and that the 
Art was for a long time forbidden in Rome, 


where those wife people gaveno credit toit, nor. 


\would feck for Cure from the hands of the Phy- 
\fcian, for the reafons Ihave faid, which are 
lof great efficacy. Neither did the Saraceris, nor 
thofe of China admit Phyficians. And thofé 
Brave dnd ancient Authors themfelves Cry out, 
that Life is tort, Art long, Judgment dificult, 
and Experience dangerew. And Hippocrates, 
That no certain and perfet affvrance in Phy- 
ick can be attained te. Nor can you deny,Mr. 

otior, Lut that they were mew as we are, or 
that their Sayings were not abcve the Condition 
of Men but that they fpoke according to Nature, 


ee 


on fenfe of man could reach. ‘Therefore, faies 


- 


ron afpired no higher than what tke com- 


liny, there isno Art inthe World fo mconfkant 


4 that of Phyfick, which changes every day. 
The Lady Donna Oliva goes on farther, 


whole - 


(100 ) 

whofe excellent parts isnot my intent now to fumupy 
_ and reckon, fince the doing thereof would hold me o- 
ver long. I {hall content my. felf therefore to mention, 
that fome of the moft famous Authors have laid claim” 

to many things, falfely boafting themfelves to have- 
been the firft Difcoverérs of them (as about the mantier)’ 
which Nature ufes in difttibuting the Aliment to all the’ 
Parts ofananimated Body ) whereof {he had full know-" 
ledge long before, and “glorioufly publifh’d them: in’ 
her Books, oP . bie wen Ry 7 

_ After her there arofe in our Italy anew Syftem of Ra-| 
tional Phyfick, which ‘was ‘the : laudable Tnvention of 
that famous Philofophet, atid Doftor in Divinicy, Tho- | 
amas Campanella. -He never practifed Phyfick, but yet 
would ‘fearch into the moft fecret’ Arcanum’s thereof: 
And as it waseafie for his more than’ ordinary Wit 
to feparate his Philofophy from the vulgar, - commonly 
taught in the Schools :: fo alfo he wanted nor skill with: 
‘fpecions Dodtrines to eftablifh. another ‘Invention. of. 
Rational. Phyfick, from. whence again followed many 
various Difputes and. Contentions in the Art. Z 
But Q how’ far were they in our days ont-ftrip’d 

by that Great’ Hermes of the lower Germany, Fobm 
Baptift van Helmont, who, being endued with more 
fublime and noble Parts, attempted a great Enter-| 
prife, whence Debates and Oppofitions mightily in- 
creafed. He, accompanying the Vivacity of his Wit 
with a fingular Morality, and curioufly applying him- 
felf to Chimiftry , wholly bent his Studies to the: 

_ folving of Natural Bodies, and {paring no fort of 
Pains or Charge, furmounted to fuch an height, tha 
leaving far behind him the glorious fteps of ‘Para- 
‘celfizs, he never ftopt, till he had happily arrived 

_ ‘to finifh a wonderful, and never-before-heard- of, 
_ Syflem of Rational Phyfick. : 
And in like manner have we. feen in our Days 
the- famous Thomas Willis with his new Syftem of, 
Rational Phyfick advancing apace along the path of| 
Immor- 
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pesocctatisy and ‘Glory: Norvis it. ¢afie to, believe; 
“with what Diligence -he endeavoured. to colle all 
that be deemed neceflary for fo Noble a Work 5 
4 hor yet what Pains he took, what, Watchings he 
, underwent, and what Eagernefs he ufed to bring it 
/ to. its entire Perfection. Nor .was lefs Trouble une — 
»\dergone, or lefS. Induftry ufed, ina like Uundertak+ 
‘Ing by Stlvins, famous for che innumerable Multi- 
‘tude of his| Followers, as Gliffon , Helvetivs ,. MefJonier; 
| Travagino , and other illuftrious Scholars of this Ages - 
' Many of which, I know not for what reafon, have 
‘Not yet publifh’d their Conceptions. I fay nothing 
\at_prefent of thofe able: men. who- yet fweat atthe 
work, “and hope: by: the Afiftance of; the. Modern 
LAnatomifts new: Natural Philofephy; to. bring. ay 
‘bouc their “generous Defigns concerning: various Sy, 
| flems of Rational: Phyficks And 1 pafs. by alfo thefe. 
| Who. ingenioufly employ themfeives. in. devifing Sy- 
\ftems of Experimental: and Methodical Phyfick, bar, 
— fach’ as greatly varies, and) differs from. thar of. che 
_ Aneienits, Bat» how much the Quarrel of .Phyficians; 
\are'the reby: encreafed', toi the ravercurning anid. ob-; 
\feuring all Medicine; isndt neceffary:to..be named:aty 
prefent, fince: we plainly fee iti before our Eyes.) 
| Wherefore if the moft Eloquent Pliny were living in; 
{thefe our days, he would certainly more angrily 
{than ever cry out; Sfutatur Ars quotidie tories interpel- 
lis, ds ingeniorum flatu impellimur, not indeed by the 
| Wits of Greece, now lying idle, and fervile under the 
‘| Yoak of the Barbarians-;-bur-the moft. famous.omes 
4 of England, and other Provinces, by him in his time 
™efieemed Barbafous.. 0 
| Bur I now at laft fee my felf encompafsd about 
| with a) moft innumerable. Troop: of Phyficains, by’ 
whom Phyfick: is divided into fo many Factions; 
}-and fhivered, as it -were,,into fo many pieces, that, 
fit is impoffible for the Wit of man. to: part it into; 
amore. And thefe are all men, who will not follow the 
i fteps 
i 
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fteps of either Greek, Latin, Barbarian, or other For 
reign “Writer, whether Ancient or Modern, nor be 
always tied to the’ Sentiments of any 5 but being) 
free, and difengaged, fwiftly over-run the moft vate 
Kingdoms of Nature, and then oppugning the moft 
‘difficult and -obftinate Difeafes, with Arms gotten by | 
‘their own Labours,' and not borrowed, or taken from 
the Arfenals of others; nor unskilfully. managed, know 
how to render» their: Names eternally” illuftrious by 
their glorious Undertakings. Thus crediting nothing 
but what they perceive by their own Senfes, or have 
approved by moft certain Experience, they will look 
into all, penetrate all, and with a curious Eye nar-, 
rowly examine all, not allowing any Reaton for ven- 
dible, but only what agrees with the Sagacity of their 
own Underftanding., And thus ‘being contrary to all | 
Seés, and not wholly Enemies to any of the Secta- ' 
tors, they proteft, that they herein follow the fte 
of Hippocrates and Galen more, than their moft ob~ | 
ftinate Defenders, And forafmuch as I think it per- 
tinent to our purpofe, co fee whether: fucha Liber-_ 
“ty Ought to be permitted them: I befeech you»: 
Gentlemen , at our next Meeting to hear their Rea-_ 
fons, fince what I have already faid, may fuffice for 
the prefent. spa eee , 


FINDS. © 
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THs is the firft Difcourfe of Signor Lionardodi Capoa, \ 

_ who hath writ feven others upon the fame fubje@: 
which according to the acceptance this meets with in: 
Publick, fhall likewife be Englifhed. 


